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A Revizw of times paft, and con- 
templations on future profpcas, 
humbly attempted for general in- 
firudion, and to excite pious med- 
itations, (Fc. : or, the Editors’ 
New Year’s Girt, to their 
generous readers. 


(Contin. from Vol. IT. p. 248) 
OMMUNION with the Fa- 


ther of our fpirits, is the 
duty, dignity and happinefs of 
man. The more conttantly and 
univerfally we commune with him, 
the more perfeily fhall we per. 
jorm our duty, the more fhall we 
aflimilate into his divine image, 
and participate in the dignity and 
bleflednefs of his prefence and 
kingdom. ‘That we may behold 
him, and commune with him, not 
vuly in his word and ordinances, 
but in all his works, in all events, 





-n all the various grades and con- | 
ditions of creatures, we muft be 
fixed in this great point, that his 
kingdom ruleth over all: That | 
he planteth the nations and pluck- 
eth them up: That our times, 
and the times of all men, the be- | 
ginning, the number and the end 
of our years, ali their events and | 
concomitant circumitances, are in | 


his hands : That the haplefs fpars 
row falls not on the ground with 
out his notice 3 and that the leaf 
as well as the greateft eveuts, are 
entirely under his government. 
We mutt alfo realize that his gov- 
ernment is abfolutely perfect 4 
That he worketh all things ac- 
cording to the counfel of his own 
will; brings light out of dark- 
nefs and good out of evil: That 
the wrath of man fhall praife him; 


-and that the remainder of wrath 


he will reftrain. Amidft all the 
mighty revolutions, convulfions, 
violence, tears and diforders which 
are upon earth, he will caufe alk 
things untverfally to combinetheir 
influence, and operate together 
for the glory of his name, the 
good of his church in general, 
and of thofe individually who have 
pleafure inhim. In thefe views, 


we may contemplate the years of 


the right hand of the Moft High 
with peculiar advantage. Behold« 
ing his greatnefs, wifdom, power, 
goodnefs and faithfulnefs, our 
faith will be increafed, our love 
inflamed, our gratitude and ado-« 


ration enlivened, our fubmiffion, 


patience and contentment improv- 


ed, and we fhall be prepared, witls 
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the inhabitants of heaven, to fing, 
Alleluia for the Lord God Omnip- 
ent reigueth. 

With thefe views, and for thefe 
noble purpofes let us contemplate 
the events of the paft year, and 
the afpects of providence with 
refpedt to future times, and pref- 
ent duty. 

If we glance our eyes upon 
Furope and the old world, fever- 
al great events claim our atten- 
tion. We have feen the prelim- 
ijnaries of a general pacification, 
figned by the belligerent powers 
in 1801, the laft year, terminating 
ina definitive treaty ; and peace 
with her benign and cheering in- 
fluences once more bleffing the 
kingdoms of Europe, and glad- 
dening the world. At the fame 
time, we have witnefled the great- 
eft, the moft violent and bloody 
conflict, profeffedly undertaken for 
the liberty and rights of men, 
which the world hath known, ter- 
minating in the moit powerful, 
confirmed and extenfive defpo- 
tiim which Europe hath ever ex- 
perienced. Another event, truly 
great and wonderful,. is the re- 
eftablifhment of popery by this 
extenfive and formidable power. 
The reéligion of thofe extenfive 
countries, France and Italy, is 
iubjected wholly to the fecular 
arm. By the fame power, by the 
fame man, by whom the pope ap- 
peared to have received his deadly 


wounds, we behold him, with af-. 


tonifhment, revived, fupportedand 
ina meafure healed. We fee a 
new kingdom cre€ted and eftab- 
lifhed, many nominal republics 
formed, notto advance the liber- 
tics and happinefs of man, but to 
extend the power and influence 
of one uation, and of one man. 
For acentury pat, the policy, 
counfels and arms of molt of the 
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employed to maintain a balance of 
power, for the prefervation of 
their liberties, repofe and fafety. 
But the negociators of the late 
general pacification, appear, ei- 
ther of choice or neceflity, to have 
abandoned all former principles 
and policy, and to have negocia- 
ted a treaty which threatens the 
rights, peace and happinefs of all 
Europe and the world. Thefe 
are great and fingular events. 
They have wonderfully difap- 
pointed the expeétations of men, 
and fruflrated the defigns of the 
crafty. They fhow that the Moft 
High ruleth in the kingdoms of 
men, and giveth them to whom- 
foever he will. They demonttrate, 
that as the heavens are above the 
earth, fo his thoughts are above 
our thoughts, and his ways above 
the ways of men. Though the 
general pacification be matter of 
joy, as it hath ftopped the flow 
of human blood, reftored thou- 
fands to their refpeétive countries 
and friends, is friendly to litera- 
ture, commerce and a general dif- 
fufion of Chriftian knowledge ; 
yet the circumitances of it have 
beclouded our profpedts, and 
greatly diminifhed the general 
gladnefs. But with whatever 
darknefs thefe events, in our im- 
perfect views, may have covered 
the prefent face of things, yet this 
contideration, that they are parts 
of his great plan, who is wonder- 
ful in counfel, and excellent in 
working, fhould give us entire 
fatisfa€iion, that they are bell, 
and will finally advance his glory, 
and the perfe€tion and happinefs 
of his great moral kingdom. He 
who looks through all caufes and 
their confequences, may have feen 
that the moft defpotic govern- 
ment would afford that protection 
and fafety to millions, which nev- 


kingdoms of Europe have been. | er could have been enjoyed under 
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the reign and violence of the Jaco- 
bins ; and that it would give fuch 
acheck to the atheifm and infi- 
delity of illuminatifm, as could 


have been effected by no other | 


means. He may have forefeen 


that popery in its prefent debil- 


itated and dependent ftate, with | 


the eftablifhment of a toleration 
for proteilants, might better ferve 
to prevent a total forgetfulnefs and 
abolition of the Lord’s day, and 


of the word and ordinances ; and . 


to preferve and protect a remnant 
of the holy feed, through exten- 
five countries, than to have left 
them without any religious eftab- 
lihhment. But be thefe as they 
may, that the Lord hath effected 
thefe events, fhould command our 
perfe& fubmiffion ; and while we 
cry like the fouls under the altar, 
How long, O Lord, holy and 


true, doft thou not judge, &c. | 


it fhould improve our patience, 
and awaken us to greatcr impor- 
tunity and fervency in prayer, 
that the fet time to favor Zion 
might come on. There is really 
no occafion for difcouregement, 
nothing to diminifh our hope, or 


check our zeal, in the events | 


which we have been contempla- 
ting: For although Roman Ca- 
tholicifm has been once more ef- 
tablifhed, after it feemed to have 
been nearly abolifhed, yct the 
pope and his clergy have fuffered 
a wonderful diminution of their 
wealth and influence, and are 
wholiy dependent on the will of 
another both for their exiftence 
and fupport. On the whole the 
man of fin is greatly fallen. The 
weak and diitrafied ftate of the 
Turkifh empire portends its ap- 
proaching fall. So that both 
thofe capital enemies to the Sa- 
viour and his people, are evidently 
progrefiing to perdition. 

The events in Europe, on the 
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| whole exhibit, in a forcible and 
_ ftriking point of light, the futility 
| and danger of new theories: The 
impoflibility of enjoying liberty, 
civil or religious, without moral- 
| ity : That no truft can be put ia 
rulers nor fubjeé&ts, who have no 
moral principles: That America 
_ fhould afcribe all glory to the Su- 
| preme Ruler, that her revolution 
| terminated more: favorably than 
- that of Fraace, and thofe of other 
countries. Who maketh thee te 
| differ from another? And what 
haft thou that thou didft not receive ? 
They alfo fhow how little our mo- 
dern feers, who prediéted the im- 
mediate, or fpeedy commence- 
ment of a millenium of liberty 
and religion, knew of the times or 
feafons which the Father hath grit 
in his own power ; and what pray- 
erfulnefs, caution and modefty be- 
come thdfe who attempt an ex- 
| planation of the divine predic- 
tions. 
| While Europe hath generally 
| repofed in the arms of peace, war 
| hath hung out her blood -- flag, 
, and raged with uncommon vio- 
lence and deftruction in the Well- 
Indies. Efpecially, St. Domin- 
go and Guadaloupe have exhibit- 
ed fcenes deeply humiliating and 
affictive to the benevolent mind. 
We have feen a formidable flect 
with between thirty and forty 
thoufand veterans, employing all 
their fill and prowefs to conquer 
and deftroy the miferable inhabi- 
tants of thofe iflands. On the 
other hand, we have feen the in- 
habitants, in their own defence, 
and to avenge themfelves on their 
invaders, maflacreing the white 
people, burning their towns aud 
plantations, and laying wafte every 
thing before them. In their turn, 
we view the French, in many hard 
fought battles and fkirmifhes, kil- 
ling and captivating thoufands of 
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them. Others we fee them hang- 
ing, and fhooting in a moft wan- 
ton and extraordinary manner. 
In their victorious career, we fee 
the hand of heaven interpofing ; 
and by the peftilence, in a won- 
derful marner, mowing down 
their generals, captains, and migh- 
ty men, like the grafs of the field ; 
and fo animating the blacks that 
they have driven them from the 
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field, obliged them to take refuge | 


in their fortifications, if not whol- 
ly to abandon the principal ifland; 
and they have fo harraffed and 
prefled them on the other, that 
they have with great difficulty 
been able to maintain their ground. 
Not lefs than thirty thoufand lives 
have, probably, been loft in this 
bloody conteft. Can we contem- 


plate how the former French in- | 


habitants were plundered, mur- 


dered, and driven from the Weft- | 


Indies, by their own flaves and 
natural children, the fruit of 
their debaucheries, and the de- 


ftru€tion and diftrefs of the French | 


armies, and not be firuck with 


flrong conviction, that the Al- | 


mighty is awfully teftifying his 
difpleafure againft their wicked- 
nefs, and avenging their fins, in 
enflaving and oppreffing their fel- 
flow meu! Do they not teach 
what all men of this charater may 
reafonably expeCt from his aveng- 
ing hand ? Who can read thofe 
antient predi€tions, uttered be- 
tween four and five thoufand years 
ago, Curfed be Canaan, a fervant 
of fervants fhall he be unto his breth- 
ren. God fhall enlarge Faphet, 
and he fhall dwell in the tents of 
Shem ; and Canaan fhall be his fer- 
vant ;+ and view the enflaved con- 
dition of fo many hundred thou- 


+ 
‘ 


fands of his pofterity in the Weft- | 


Indies, and not be filled with rev- 





= a" 


t Gen. ix. 253 ase 





[JAn. 


erence and wonder of the divine 
foreknowledge ? And not receive 
irrefiftible conviétion, that the 
fcriptures, whofe antient predic. 
tions are thus punétuaily fulfilled, 
are indeed a divine ward ? 

In America, the events of the 
paft year have been peculiarly 
merciful. Peace, general health 
and plenty have pervaded our 
country. Our diftinguifhing pri 
vileges, civil and religious, have 
been continued to us, notwith- 
flanding our unprofitablenefs, in- 
gratitude, and other numerous 
and aggravated provocations. In 


New-England the bleflings of the 


| gofpel have been moft amply en- 


| joyed. 


In no part of the world 
is the gofpel more generally or 
more faithfully preached, nor the 
ordinances more conftantly and 


folemnly adminiftered.* The ftate 


of literature and civilization has 
been flattering. Our colleges, 
academies and fchools were never 


| better endowed, better regulated, 


nor more flourifhing. 


| On the feveral miffionary foci- 


ted States. 


etics, inftituted within a few years 
paft, in Maffachufetts and Con- 
necticut, the divine {miles have in 
a peculiar manner refied even from 
theircommencement. They have 
fent a confiderable number of mif- 
fionaries into the new and vacant 
fettlements in the northern, weit- 
ern and ealtern borders of the Uni- 
They have preached 
the gofpel through a vaft extent 
of country ; in the wildernefs 

* In Maffachufctts and Conre@icut 
there are more than feven hundred re- 
gular churches; 2nd between fix and 
feven hundred ordzined minifters, be- 
fides candidates. In the other parts of 
| New-England there may be nearly 





| two hundred more, nearly a paflor to 

every thoufand fouls. Including the 
| Epifcopalian and Baptift pafors, there 
| are more than one to every thoufand. 
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they have gathered manychurches, 
and won many new fubjects to the 
divine Saviour. They have glad- 
dened the hearts of many thou- 
fands, and caufed many thankf- 
givings to redound to the Father 
of all mercies. Inthe paft year 
thefe focietics have been able to 


employ a greater number of mif- | 


fionaries, than in any preceding 
year; and the gofpel has been 
more extenfively, and more abun- 
dantly preached m the vacant fet- 
tlements ; and the overtures of 
mercy have been made to the 
heathen. Thefe focicties have more 
and more attracted the attention 
of good people ; and through 
their liberality, their funds have 
been conftantly increafing. Both 
in Europe and America, the mif- 
fionary {pifit is kept up, and the 
zeal and exertions of the miffiona- 
ry focietiesare not abated. Thro’ 
their means the gofpel is fent ito 
the four quarters of the globe, aud 
preached to the moft poor, ftupid 
and miferable people. Neverfince 


the apoftolic age have there been | 
fuch exertions to diffufe Chriltian | 
knowledge, and to fpread the | 


kingdom of Jefus through the 
whole earth. In fome few inftan- 
ces the arm of the Lord hath been 
revealed, and the gofpel hath ap- 
peared indeed to be the power of 


God and the wifdom of God ur- ! 


tofalvation. ‘The peaceable and 
holy walking of the numerous 
converts, who in preceding years 
have*made a profeffion of Chrif- 
tianity, hath given ftrength and 
beauty to our churches, and af. 
forded evidence of the genuinenefs 
of that bleffed work, with which 
it hath pleafed God to vifit them. 
Thefe are bleffings cf the paft 
year which demand univerfal praife. 

With refpeé& to Connecticut in 
particular, the ftate has not only 
had the ampleft {hare in thefe gen- 
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eral bleffings, but hath enjoved 
fome which challenge our particular 
notice and thankfyiving. The 
lives and ufefulnefs of our gov- 
ernor and lieutenant-governor have 
been preferved ; and among the 
gentlemen of the corncil, our fen- 
ators and reprefentatives in Con- 
srefs, and the judges of our fupe- 
rior court, there hath not been an 
inftance of death. Among about 
two hundred clergymen, fome of 
whom are far advanced in life, one 
only hath refted from his labors 
the year paft.* 

God has been pleafed in a moft 
gracious and fingular manner to 
vifit ourcollege. Ina few months, 
about feventy of the {fludents were 
brought hopefully to know them- 
felves and their Saviour; and in the 
courfe of the year, publicly joined 
themfelves, incovenant tothe Lord. 
There are now about two hundred 
forty-four Rudents in College, of 
whom together with tutors and 
refident graduates fixty or more 
are profeffors of religion. They 
meet twice in every week to give 
praife to their common Saviour, to 
fing forth the honors of redeeming 
love, to warm each other’s hearts, 
and firengthen each other’s pious 
refolutions, by tpeaking often one 
to another ; and to fupplicate the 


divine bieffing on themfelves, their 


inftruors, fellow-{ftudents and the 
Ifrael of God. O happy Yale! 
thus vifited and bleffed of God ! 
Happy prefident and tutors in the 
fuccefs of your labors, in your ap- 


ointment to inftru&t fo many of 
P y 


the fons of God, to witnefs their 
piety and dutiful condu@, and en- 
joy their prayers ! Will not this 
awaken all your hearts to praife, 
and call into exertion all the ener- 
gies of your fouls, to advance the 
divine giory and the good of men? 

* The Rev. Mr. Potwine, inthe 7ad 
year of hisage. 
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Bleffed youth who are taught of a dry place, as the thadow of a 
God, to whom he hath given fuch | great tock in a weary land ? 

inftructors, and fuch opportunities | 
with each other! Will ye not con- | 


fider, that ye are mot your own? 
That ye are bought with a price ? 
find therefore glorify God in your 
body, and in your fpirit, which are 


God’s ? Will.ye not ftrive by 
er to perfuade all your fellow-ttu- 


God caft fuch falt into the foun- 
tain, and will any refufe to be fea- 
foned? Have fo many been taken, 
and will not others fear and trem- 
ble left they thould be left ? Will 
not they, after enjoying fuch afea- 
fon of grace, after witnefling fuch 
evidence of the truth and power 
of religion, and fuch examples of 
piety and holy living, be without 
ail excufe ? How can they efcape, 
if they negleét the great falvation ? 


What a joyful event is fuch a re. 
vival at the feat of literature ? It 


isnot only of the higheft confe. 
| quence to that, but to tbechurch 


The foun- 


and commonwealth. 


| tainhaving been purified the ftreams - 
_ will be pure, making glad the city 

prayer, by converfation and ex- | 
ample, by all means in your pow- | 


of our God. 
Ancther happy occurrence is 


| the fuccefs of the petition of the 
cents to become travellers with | 
you to the heavenly Zion ? Hath | 


Miffionary Society of Connecticut, 
praying the legiflature to incorpo. 
rate the board of truftees, enabling 
them to receive and hold monies 
to a refpectable amount, for the 
purpofe of diffufing Chriftian 
knowledge in the new fettlements, 
and of communicating the glad 


‘tidings of falvation to the wild 


men of the American forefts. In 
confequence of which they have 


| been vetted with ample powers for 


O ye unhappy youth, who have | 


yct refufed to return to your Fa- 
ther, look forward to that day, 
when the mafter of the houfe fhall 


rife up and fhut the door againtt | 


all who work iniquity, and con- 
fider how ye can bear to fee Abra- 
ham and Ifaac and Jacob, and all 


the prophets, and your pious fel- | 
low-ftudents in the kingdom of | 


heaven and you yourfelves {hut out! 
Will there not then be among you 
wailing and gnafhing of teeth? 
May not the door foon be fhut, 
the harveit foon be pait and the 
fummer ended ? And may not 


thefe who have not been faved ? 
Ts there be loft ? 
2&5 there 2 moment to be loit? 


Will ye not fly, without delay, to | 


the mighty Saviour, that he may 
be to you an hiding place from 
the wind, and a covert from the 
tempeft ? As rivers of water in 


carrying into execution thofe char- 
itable and noble defigns. 

Thefe are fome of the _princi- 
pal events of the paft year, of gen- 
eral concern, which challenge our 
notice, and correfpondent exer- 
cifes of heart, on the commence- 
ment of this new year. There 
are numerous others of a more pri- 
vate nature which demand the par- 
ticulur notice of families and indi- 
viduals. While fome have enjoy- 


ed a year of uninterrupted health, 
others have been vifited with fore 


ficknefs, and been recovered from 


the fides of the pit. Zhe Lord 


hath been their helper. He hath 


turned for them their mourning into 
you foon join the lamentations of | 





dancing : He hath put off their fack- 
cloth and girded them with glad- 
nefs : to the end that ther glory 
might fing praife to him, and not 
be filent.* Will not ye give thanks 
unto him for ever ? Shall not this 
be your itudy and language, Wha! 





* Pfalm xxx. 10, 11, 12. 
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fall I render unto the Lord for all 
his benefits towards me?+ Blefs 
the Lord, O my fot, and forget 
not all his benefits. Who healeth all 
thy difeafes. Who redeemeth thy 
life from defiruBion. Who fatisfeth 
thy mouth with good : thy youth is 
renewed like the eagles.{ In con- 
templation of all our national, 
public and private, domeftic and 
perfonal enjoyments ; all the di- 
vine goodnefs the ‘year paft to us, 
to the church of God and to the 
world, how fhould every heart 
warm with love and expand with 
gratitude, and every tongue fhout 
the praifes of the Lord ? How 
fhould our citizens break forth in- 
to finging ? The inhabitants of 
the villages and of the rock fing 
aloud and fhout for joy ? O let 
religious gladnefs, thankfgiving 
and praife pervade the nation ! 
Let the people praife thee, O 
God ; let all the people praife 
thee ! O may ourtime, our tal- 
ents and all our opportunities be 
confecrated to his fervice and 
glory ! ; 

But fome perhaps will be ready 
to objeé, Our pleafant babes, our 
fons and daughters are moulder- 
ing in the duit, our brethren and 
fifters are no more, we have been 
bereaved of the defire of our eyes, 
or we have been written widows, 
and our children fatherlefs in the 
earth. God hath written bitter 
things in judgment againft us the 
year paft. We are covered with 
fackcloth, our tears are*upon our 
cheeks, and we have hung our 
harps upon the willows. How 
can we join the general joy and 
fhout our praifes to the Lord ? 
With all fuch mourners we min- 
gle our tears of condolence. They 
awake the tendereft fympathy of 





¢ P&lmcaviirz. ¢ Plalm ciii, 2, 3, 
A; 5. 


' 
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our hearts. We with to help 
them with our prayers, and by ex- 
hibiting to them the inftructions 
and confolations of the gofpel. 
Hath not the Lord given, as well 
as taken away, and is there not 
occafion to blefs his name ? Is he 
not as glorious and worthy to be 
praifed as though he had never 
afliXed his finful creatures? If 
fome- mercies are removed do not 
thoufands remain ? Do not thefe 
challenge our praife ? Is it not 
good for the Chriftian to be af- 
fied? Is not the fruit of all 
to take away his fin? Are not 
life and death, things prefent and 
things to come his inheritance ? 
Is it not certain that while he 
forroweth after a godly manner, 
he can receive damage in nothing ? 
Will not thefe light affiGions, 
which are but for a moment, work 
out for hima far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory ?— 
Should he not therefore biefs the 
Lord at ail times? Though the 
fig tree thould not bloffom, and 
there fhould be no fruit in the 
vines, fhould not he rejoice in the 
Lord, and joy in the God of his 
falvation ? If affli€tion hath over- 
taken any in their fins, how im- 
portant is it that they fhould 
fearch and try their ways and turn 
unto the Lord! Let them not 
defpife the chaiiening of the 
Lord, but confider his work and 
regard the operation of his hands, 
and he will build them up, and 
not deftroy them. Let them re- 
pent and humble themfelves un- 


der his mighty hand, and he will _ 


exalt them in due time, he will 
wipe away their tears, and make 
them glad with his countenance 
forever more. But there is no 


peace to the wicked. 

We congratulate our readers on 
the commencement of the New 
We pray that it may be a 


Year. 








} 
| 
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year of rich mercies tothem, their 
families and all their connections. 
Efpecially that it may be a year 
of {fpiritual bleffings to them. 
We thank them for the encour- 
agement and fupport which they 
have given to this magazine. We 
folicit the continuance of their fa- 
vors and their prayers for us, and 
that the work in which we are en- 
gaged may be more and more fuc- 
ceisful. 

As we are now entering upon a 
New Year, not knowing whiat 
may befal us, it becomes us 
with a holy fubmiffion, to com- 
mit all our concerns to God; fup- 
plicating his mercy, and truiting 
in him, through Chrift, to aflitt 
us in all dutics and to prepare us 
for all events 

We have indeed called you to 


rejoice in the Lord ; but we with | 


It | 


you to rejoicewith trembliug. 
becomes us to diicern the figns of 
the times, that we may do the 
duties of our day, and be prepa- 
red for the trials and cvents which 
may be approaching us. The af- 
pecis ot providence are wicom- 
mony denoting danger, and cal- 
ling for Chrittian patience, cir- 
cuinfpection, fortitude, fidelity 
and perfeverance. 

Though God hath done great 
things for us whereof we are 
glad ; though great numbers, in 
a few years palt, have been added 
tothe Lord ; though atheifts and 
infidels have fubmitted themfelvcs 
to the fceptre of Jefus, their num- 
ber perhaps, is not dimiuifhed. 
The wicked walk on every fide, 
and iniquity abounds. Infidels 
and haters of God are nuinerous, 
open and bold. ‘They are muf- 
tering all their legions from earth 
and hell to fight ayrainft God and 
his peopie. ‘Thev adopt the lan- 
guage of the aiticut enemies of 


Sion, Raje it, 


On the commencement of the New-Y ear. 





rafe it, even to the | 





[Jane 


foundation thereof. ‘They are 
haughty and boaft of fuccefs, 
Like the Affyrian king, they fay, 
We are come up to the height of the 
mountains, to the fides of Lebanon, 
and we will cut down the choice cea 
dars thereof, and the choice fir trees 
thereof : and we will enter into the 
height of his border, and into the 
fore of bis Carmel. Chriftians, 
therefore, fhould walk circum. 
fpectly, not as fools, but as wife, 
redeeming the time becaufe the 
days are evil. Like the Jewith 
king and the holy prophet, they 
ihould unite their prayers to God 
for help. They fhould pray in 
the clofet, in private, and in the 
houle of God ; watch unto pray- 
cr; pray with all fupplication 
and prayer with all perfeverance 
therein. ‘They fhould take unto 
themfelves the whole armour of 
Ged, be ftrong and quit them. 
felves like men. They thould be 
holy and without blame before 
God, abounding in all the fruits 
of rightcoufuefs, which are by 
Jefus Chrift unio his praife and 
glory. ‘The miniiters ot the Lord 
thould be laborers in his harvett ; 
pallors after his own heart, feed- 
ing the people with knowledge 
and underflanding. They fhould 
be men of prayer, crying day and 
night, Spare thy people, O Lord, 
aud give not thine heritage te re- 
proach. Then would the migh- 
ty Saviour walk in the midft of 
the golden candleiticks, and hold 
the itarsin his right hand. Then 
the Lord Ged would dwell a- 
mong us, be cur defeuce, our ev- 
erlalling light and glory. ‘Then 
would the encniy be athamed, and 
the faints triumph over him in 
the language gf the prophet, The 
virgin, the daughter of Zion hat 

dcfpifed thee, and laughed thee to 
feorn, the daughter of Jerufalem 
bath fhaken her head at thee. 
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in white raiment. When time 
and days fhall be no more, we fhall 
inherit eternal life. The bleffed 
Saviour will profefs our names be- 
fore his Father and before his An- 
gels ; and we fhall enjoy him, one 
another, and all our redeemed 
brethren, and love, and fing and 
worfhip in his prefence for ever. 


Amen. 





For THe Connecticut Evan- 
GELICAL MaAGAzine. 
Attempts to propagate the gofpel a- 

mong the Indians in New-Eng- 
land, §Sc. ; 
(Continued from p. 167.] 
NUMBER VI. f 
An account of Faphet Hannit, fuc- 
cefor to t Je Tackanajb, as 


teacher of the firft Indian church | 


on Martha’s Vineyard. 


APHET HANNIT wasborn | 


in, or about the year 1638. 
His parents having buried five 


children fucceffively, and each | 


within ten days of its birth, 
notwithftanding their employ- 
ing powows, and making ufe 
of medicines to preferve their lives, 
‘hada fixth, a fon, born to them, 
who is the fubjeét of this part of 
the fection. 

The following account concern- 
ing the mother of thischildis given 
in Dr. Mather’s Magnalia,* and 
in Mayhew’s Indian Converts.+ 
The account is extraordinary. 
The reader will make fuch reflec- 
tions upon it, as he fhall think 
proper.—T he mother of this child 
being greatly diftrefled with fear, 
left fhe fhould lofe it, as fhe had 
all the former ; and. utterly def- 
pairing of any help from fuch 
means, as had been formerly tried 
without any fuccefs, as foon as 
the was able, took him up with a 


* B. vi. p. 63. + p. 44. 
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Then not having defiled our gar- 
ments, we fhall walk with Jefus 


forrowful heart, and went out in- 
to the field, that fhe might there 
give full vent to her grief ; but 
while fhe was there, refleCting on 
the infufficiency of human help, 
the found it powerfully fuggefted 
to her mind, that there is one Al- 
mighty God, who is to be prayed 
to—that this God has created all 
things, that we fee—and that the 
God, who had given being to her- 
felf, and all other people, and had 
given her child to her, was able to 
preferve and continue his life. 

On this fhe refolved, that fhe 
would feck toGod for that mercy, 
and did accordingly: The iffue 
was, that her child lived ; and her 
faith (fuch as it was) in him, who 
had thus anfwered her prayer, was 
wonderfully ftrengthened ; and 


'the confideration of the divine 


{ 
| 





goodnefs herein manifefted to her, 
caufed her to dedicate this fon to 
the fervice of that God, who had 


| thus preferved his life + She early 


informed him of this her religtous 
att; and did, as far as fhe could, 
educate him accordingly. 
Rev. Experience Mayhew re- 
marks,{ This may be faid of her, 
which can fearce be faid concerning 
any other of the Indians on the ifland, 
who lived a confiderable part of their 
time, before the word of God was 
ever preached to them, viz. That by 
a due itprovement of the light of 
nature, affifted by the [pirit of God, 
Soe attained to fo right a conception of 
the only true and living God, and 
her own relation to and dependence 
upon him, as that fhe did worfbip 
and call on him ; and as it feems, ob- 
tained a gracious anfwer to her 
prayers. He further obferves, 
That fuch a difeovery of the true 
God to her, before foe was favored 
with the tight of the gofpel, did very 
wonderfully prepare her for a ready 
reception of it, _guhen the providence 
_ $ Indian Converts, p. 136. 
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of God brought it to her, as within 
a few years tt did. nthe con- 
feffion fhe made publicly at her ad- 
miffion into the church, fhe gave 
arelation of the preparation for 
the knowledge of Chrift, with 
which God, in his wonderful way, 
had favored her. 

In Dr. Mather’s Magnaliat 
we have this obfervation, ** How 
far a fovereign and gracious God 
may, in an extraordinary manner, 
difeover of himfelf unto /ome 
among the poor pagans, who have 
not enjoyed the preaching of the 
gofpel, who can particularly de- 
termine :*”? 

+ B. vi. p. 62. 

* The compiler would not willingly 
be thought to be fond of dealing in the 
martvelloue—He would not chufe te 
iucur the imputation of credulity or en- 
thufiafm. ‘The account above being 
actefted before many people, by the 
fubje&, who was viewed as a perfon of 
competent underftanding, and after her 
couverfion to Chriftianity, appeared to 
be, thro’ life, a perfon of eminent pi- 
ety, who, for thefe reafons, muft be 
fuppoled to {peak the real fentiments of 
her heart, and not to have been deceiv- 
ed herfelf ; he fees nothing in the rea- 
fon of things, or in divine revelation, 
torender it imercdible. He can fub- 
{cribe heartily to the words of Mr. 
Secd, in his fermon upon a particular 
providence, (Vol. 2 p. 161. edition 4th.} 
“ When any good fuggeftion, without any 
antecedent train of ideas, arifcs in our 
minds, we know aot how, or from 
what quarter, we ought to leok upon 
it as a Beam of Light breaking in upon 
our minds from the Great Father of 
Lights ; and let us improve, cultivate 
and ripen it, tillit breaks forth into 
coircf{pondent a@ions.” 

And he does not know, why God 
may not, in fovereign mercy, fuggeft 
truths, (already revealed to Chriftians) 
immediately by himielf, or the miniftry 
of angcis, to fome among the heathen, 
who have never had the advantage of a 
written revelation; but have, in fome 
good meafure, improved the light they 
enjoyed, whereby they may be ledtoa 
better courfe of action, than they had 


- 





But to return to Japhet Han. 
nit. His parents being early con. 
verts to Chriftianity, gave hima 
religious education: His pious 
mother particularly, remembering 
the vows fhe had made in trouble, 
was attentive to promote his beft 
intereft : Indeed fhe early inform. 
ed him, that fhe had dedicated 
him to the fervice of that great 
God, who had heard her prayer, 
and preferved his life ; and as far 
as fhe was able educated him ac- 
cordingly ; but’ performed this 
important, parental duty more 
vigoroufly andto better purpofeaf. 
ter the hadbeen inftruéted in Chnif- 


-tianity and had cordially received 


the faith. 

When a fchool was opened for 
the benefit of the Indian children 
and youth in 1651, his father 
fent him to it and he learned to 
read both in the Englifh and In- 
dian languages, and to write a le- 
gible hand and was there alfo in- 
ftructed in the principles of the 
Chriftian religion. 

When the firft. Chriftian church 


—_— a 


purfued before ; and be prepared for 
the more ready reception of the gofpel, 
if it fhould be offered, as was the cale 
with this woman. He does not fee, 
that this fuppofition militates againft 
the doctrine of the neceffity of a writ- 
ten revelation to teach the true knowl- 
edge of God to the nations of the 
world, as fuch inftances as that related 
above, appear very rare. 

God may have wife reafons in his 
moral government of the world, for 
fuch a procedure, in making fuch a 
difcrimination among the heathen, in 
fome /pecial inftances. We may not be 
able fully to difcover the reafons; yet 
hereby the general yood of his intelli- 
gent kingdom may be greatly pre- 
moted. 

Dr. C. Mather has expreffed fuch 
thoughts as thefe, ref{pe&ting this mat- 
ter; “Nhe Holy One of Mrach may 
take wnrevealed and extraordinary fips 
out of hisufual! paths,” ; 
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was gathered on the Ifland in the 
year 1670, Japhet was, as he 
told a friend, ina moft diftreffed 
condition, on account of his not 
being of the number of thofe, 
who confederated to walk togeth- 
et as achurch of Chrift according 
to the order of the gofpel.: On 
the one hand, he -greatly lament- 
ed his not being of that hap- 
py number, ashe efteemed them ; 
and on the other, at the fame time 
feared to offer himfelf, left he 
fhould be unqualified for the privi- 
leges to which others were admit- 
ted. However, it was not long 
before his fcruples were removed, 


and he made a public profeffion of - 


Chriltianity, attended all its ordi- 
nances, and behaved himfelf as 
became a Chriftian. 

For a confiderable time he was 
employed in civil and military of- 
fices among his countrymen : In 
both departments he conducted 
himfelf to the fatisfaction both of 
the Englifh and Indians. And 
in the time of.the general war be- 
tween.the .Englith and Indians, 
which began in 1675, commonly 
called Philip’s war, he was very 
ferviceable, both -to thofe of his 
own nation, and to the Englifh on 
the Ifland; ‘being fully determi- 
ned, if poffible, to preferve peace 
between the Englifh and Indian 
inhabitants of the Ifland: And 
being an Indian captain, he was 
employed by the Englith to ob- 
ferve and report how things went 
among the Indians. ‘T’o his fi- 
deity in the difcharge of. this 
truft, it was prefumed, that the 
prefervation of the peace of the 
ifland was very much ‘owing, 
when the people on the main were 
involved in a moft diftreffing and 
bloody war, which for a time, 
threatened the deftrution of the 
New-England colonies. 

Japhet’s fidelity to the Engtifh, 
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in this affair, gained him an high 
efteem and kind treatment among 
them. He was generally viewed 
by them, not only asa difcreet, 
but pious man: And beiag well 
accounted of among the Indians, 
they called him tothe work of the 
miniftry among them. His mili- 
tary office he now laid down; but 
retained that of a magiftrate for 
forme years after he began to 
preach, being judged more fit for 
that trutt than any other perfon 
there. 

Being .called .to the .work of 
the miniftry, he was very faithful 
and diligent in it ; and was ef- 
teemed.the beft qualified of any 
Indian on the Ifland not yet in the 
paftoral office. He wastherefore, 
by John Tackanafh, nominated in 
his laft ficknefs.as a fuitable perfon 
to fucceed.himin the office, from 
which he expected a {peedy releafe 
by death, which event took place, 
January 1684. At his funeral, 
Japhet, who much lamented his 
death, made a ferious fpeech, 
fome of the heads of which were 
taken in writing by Rev. John 
Mayhew, -viz. 

“ We oughtto be verythankful 
to God for fending the gofpel to 
us, who were in utter blindnefs 
and ignorance, both we and our 
fathers. Our fathers’ fathers,and 
their fathers and we, were at that 
time -utterly without any means, 
whereby we might attain the 
knowledge of the only true God. 
That people alfo, who knew. the 
ways of God, were fome thou- 
fands of miles diftant from us; 
fome of whom, -by reafon of dif- 
ference among themfelves about 
their way, removed into this land ; 
but it was God, who fent them, 
that they might bring the gofpel 
tous. Therefore I fay, we have 
great reafonto be thankfulto God; 


| and we have reafon to be thank- 
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ful to them alfo for that they 
brought the gofpel to us ; but 
moft {pecially we cught to thank 
Ged for this: for though they 
taught us, it was God, whe fent 
them, and made choice of them 
for this work of inftru€ting us in 
the ways of the Lord.” 

s¢ Before we knew God, when 
any man died, we {aid the man is 
dead, neither thought we any thing 
further, but faid he is dead, and 
mourned for him, and buried him: 
But now it is far otherwife ; for 
now this good man being dead, 
we have hope towards God con- 


. cerning him, believing that God 


hath received him into everlafting 
reft.”” 


“« Now therefore we ought to 


improve the benefit which we have | 


by the gofpel. And firft, fuch 
of us as had like not to have re- 
ceived this kindnefs, I mean, 
{uch of us as were grown up, 
when the gofpel came to us, fo 
that it only found us in being ; 
fuch are ftrongly obliged to im- 

rove the fame, fince they fcarce- 
fy received it, or were in danger 
not to have enjoyed it.” 

“‘ Secondly : There are others 
of us, that have been born under 
the gofpel ; and we that were fo 
ought duly to improve the fame, 
in as much as we have received fo 
wonderful a benefit.” 

“© And now, though this man 
that went before us in the way 
of God, according to the gofpel, 
be deceafed, and helps us no more ; 
yet his dodrine remains ftill for 
us to improve ; nor ought we to 
forget him, but fhould remember 
him by his wife and children 
whom he has left among us.” 

Japhet, in the {pring after the 
deceafe of John Tackanafh, was 
called to fucced him in the pafto- 
ral office, and continued in it about 
twenty-eight years, viz. till 1712. 
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He was faithful and diligent ‘ix 
preaching the word, reproving fin, 
and inftruéting all of every age ; 
and frequently taught the chil- 
dren of the congregation the firft 
principles of religion. 

He maintained a good difci- 
pline in the church, making thofe 
} neceffary diftinG@tions in the ad. 
miniftration of it, which the fa. 
cred rule requires. In difficult 
cafes which occurred, he was care. 
ful to confult the moft judicious 
perfons, and pay due deference 
'to their opinions. And when 
| there was danger of difcord among 
his brethren, he would not fide 
with any party, but make obli-: 
ging and engaging fpeeches to 
them all, tending to compofe the 
difference ; and fo happy an abil- 
ity had he in this kind and ule- 
ful office, that he feldorn failed 
of fuccefs. 

He frequently vifited the fam- 
ilies under ‘his care, efpecially 
when they were in afflition, and 
ufually entertained them with fe- 
rious and profitable difcourfes ; 
and obferved to a friend, that vif- 
its of that kind had proved very 
advantageous to fome of the peo- 
ple. He often performed the 
work of an evangelift, in preach- 
ing the gofpel among the Indians 
in places on the main land ; and 
God gave him very obfervable 
fuccefs. 

His fermons, though not very 
accurate, were very ferious, and 
fraught with very ufeful fenti- 
ments. In prayer he was fervent, 
frequently praying with much co- 
pioufnefs and affection, efpecial- 
ly on communion days. 
gave gracious anfwers to his pray- 
ers, efpecially in helpin him a- 
gainft a temptation, with which 
he had a confli& for fome time ; 
and having, with importunity, 
fought to heaven for deliverance 
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from it, he obtained the mercy 
which he had fo earneitly re- 
quefted. 

He fupported religion in its 
various branches in his family ; 
and frequently gave ferious ex- 
hortations to all that were about 
him. 

He was diftinguifhed for hofpi- 
tality, as well as other parts of 
the minifterial character. 

He well underitood, and ftead- 
ily adhered to the truths of our 
holy religion, in which he had 
been initru@ted ; and would not 
be driven about by every wind of 
dogtrine. 

He was 
efteemed as well by the Englith, 
as Indians, a nen: of a good 
converfation : Nor did he difeov. 
er any fuch infirmity in his life, or 
deportment, as was inconfiitent 
with fach an efteem ; and which, 
through prayer, and the fupply 
of the fpirit of Jefus Chrift, he 
did not obtain a compleat victory 
over, rp only privately admon- 


ifhed of a fault, which fome began ° 


to be offended at. 
Being a man of polifhed man- 


generally, and juitly | 
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communicated to Mr. Mayhew 
foon after Japhet’s death. 

“ He faid, that about a year 
before he was taken fick, he went 
out of his houfe, and walked alone 
in the woods, and there it was 
by God revealed* to him, that he 
had but a little time to live inthis 
world ; and that being thereupon 
much concerned in his mind, ke 
did immediately {et himfelf on 
doing all that he could to prepare 
for his approaching end, as taking 
it for a truth, that his end was 
very near; and looking day and 
night for it ; but he faid, he ftiil 
mifliked himfelf, or reckoned that 
he came fhort.”” 

“Thus it was with him till 
April 2d, 1712, which being a 
day of thank{giving, he went and 
preached thereon; but as, with 
his wife he returned home in the 
evening, before they had reached 
their houfe, he felt a pain in his 
fide, and was never able after this, 
to go to God’s houfe of prayer ; 
his ficknefs gradually increafing 
upon him from that time for- 
ward.” 

Having been fick about ten 


ners, and engaging addrefs, con- ; days, he fent for the brethren of 


fidering his education, he was 
every where courteoufly received 
and entertained, not only by his 
own nation, but by the Englifh— 
thofe of fpecial diftin@tion not ex- 
cepted. Speaking our language 
confiderably well, ftrangers who 
came to the place were much grat- 
ified by converfing with him. 
Perfons have fometimes had 
premonitions of their own death— 
Japhet experienced fomething of 
this nature, as he declared in his 
lalt ficknefs ; at the fame time he 
mentioned the infiuence this had 
upon his life—The account was 
taken from him by a near rela- 
tion, committed to writing, and 


| 





the church, and faid to them, as 
follows, viz. ** That it did often 
diftrefs him in his heart and caufe 
him'to weep, whea he faw the 
miferable efiate of all the people 
by reafon of their fins ; but efpe- 
cially how unapt the generality 
ef the church were to the duties 
incumbent on them, and how of. 
ten they did fall by reafon of one 
kind of infirmity or another, to 
which they were fubje@, though 





* As the Indiaus had not an accu- 
rate knowledge of the Englith Jan- 
guage, Jephet doubtlefs ufed the word 
revealed, mercly to denote a Rrong im- 
prefion made on his mied. { Editors. 
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he had very often inftructed them 
in their duty.” 

** T have, faid he, often with- 
ed, for your fakes, that you might 
ftill enjoy me ; but now I am wil- 
ling to die: However, as to this, 
let the will of God be done, But 
do you go on to pray to God, 


and worfhip him both ileadfaftly, | 
-and fervently.” 


“ Tohis own family, and fuch 
others as attended on him, he af- 


terwards, not long before his 
death, faid, be not feeble in your 


minds; I am hitherto ftedfafily 
refolved, that I will love the 
Lord my God. I fhall, faid he, 
quickly go my lalt journey, as 
others have done before me: Now 
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I fhall quickly fet out ; Thus it | 


has been wont to be, whena thing | 


has here no further ufe to be 
made of it. But oh! what {weet 
melody is there now in heaven !” 

He then faid to his fon-in- 
law, ** My fon be thou of good 





courage, and fail not to lay hold | 


of the heavenly falvation, for the 
fake of the things of this world. 
But as for me, I need to have 
my mind further ftrengthened and 
encouraged, for I think I fhall 
now quickly leave you.” 

Juit before his death, he defir- 
ed thofe, that were prefent to 
praife God by finging the 13th 
Pfalm ; and then, by prayer, to 
commit both him and themfelves 
to God; and very foon after 
thefe religious a&s were perform- 
ed, he expired: He departed Ju- 
ly 29, 1712. 

Rev. Experience Mayhew fre- 
quently vifited him in_his laft fick- 
nefs ; and gives this teftimonial, 
that on the whole of his acquaint- 
ance with him, he could not but 
think, that he wasavery feriousand 
godly man, and a perijon of great 
moderation and prudence. 


His 


{ 


! 








Jax. 
vifited by Mr. Mayhew, was fuch 


as became a Chriftian—very pious 
and favoury. He then expreffed 
an humble fenfe of the fin of his 
nature and life; and yet his hopes 
of eternal falvation thro’ the infi- 
nite mercy of God, and merits of 
his fon Jefus Chri. He then al- 
fo expreffed a readinefs and wil- 
lingnefs to refign himfelf, and all 
that he had into the hands of God 
his faithful Creator, and merciful 
Redeemer. He added, that God 
had, in tke latter part of his hfe, 
given him a more effectual fenfe 
of the evil of fin, than formerly 
he had experienced ; and that he 
had alfo enabled him, with more 
vigilance and induftry, to endeav- 
or the mortification of the corrup- 
tions of his heart. 

Among other evidences of his 
real piety, the grief of his heart 
for the-fins of his countrymen, ef- 
pecially of thofe, who had been 
under his own paftoral care and 
charge, together with his folici- 
tous concern for their reformation, 
may be reckoned as one: For be- 
fides his exertions for this end du- 
ring the courfe of his miniftry till 
his laft ficknefs, he a few days 
before his death with his feeble, 
dying hand, wrote an affe€tionate 
addrefs to the people of his own 
charge, which he defired might 
be communicated to them. Mr. 
Mayhew rendered the manufcript 
into Englith—The tranflation here 
follows : 

“ Is it not a moft defirable 
thing for perfons in this life cer- 
tainly toknow, thatthey thall go 
to heaven, when they leave this 
world ?”’ 

‘s Therefore now, take heed, 
and confider well what you do ; 
and do not cait away fuch hopes 
as thefe for nothing, nor fora lit- 
tle of the pleafure of this world ; 


difcourfe in his lait ficknefs, when j for it is certain, that your carnal 
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and worldly actions cannot give | to their minifters, and make pene 
you reft. Moreover byhefe you | itential confeflions of their tranf 
bring all forts of mifery on your- | greflions to them; and entreat 
felves ; yea, and not only fo, but | them to pray to God for them; 
you do thereby trouble others | then would God forgive their ini- 
alfo, fo long as you remain uncon- | quities, and teach them to do 
verted.”’ that which is right all the days of 
‘«¢ Thus you trouble fuch as are | their lives.” 
magiftrates to rule and govern; ‘ Then alfo would God teach 
you, and by their penal lawsto | them to know Jefus Chrift, and 
punifh you.” | believe on him ; and then they 
“© Next you trouble fuch as | fhould receive remiflion of all their 
are paftors, or minifters, while | fins, and fhould be caufed to walk 
you hate to hear, believe and | according to the word of God to- 
practife their doétrine. While | the end of their lives. Whofo 
your fin, and mifery is great, | heareth this, oh, let it put him 
their trouble and forrow is fo too | on confideration. Thefe are my 
here in this world.” | laft words to you. Now fare you: 
“ You de alfo trouble the come | all well. Amen.” 
mon people by your fins, by bring- 





ing on them various fickwefles, ANECDOTES. 
and peftilential difeafes, and all 
other divine chaftifements.”’ SARAH HANNIT, widow 





“ You do alfo hereby hinder | of Japhet Hannit, the hiftory of 
and difturb the holy peace of | whom has been related in the pre- 
God’s praying people among the | ceding pages, was efteemed a ve- 
churches, and make thofe afha- | ry pious perfon—was particularly 
med, that are religious ; and you, | attentive to the religious educa- 
whe are ftill ungodly, laugh | tion of her children. Being at- 
at it.” tacked by a diforder, which the 

«“ Alas! O Lord, how very | fuppofed would, (as it aGually 
heavy is my grief on the account | did) put a period to her life, the 
hereof? Seeing we now have the | called together her daughters, and 
gofpel preached to us, and have | expreffed to them all a very deep 
the light of God’s word fhining | fenfe of the many fins, and fail- 
onus ; and he, in peace, giveth | ures of her life ;. and told them, 
his fabbaths to us.” that what fhe now mott efpecially 

“« God is conitantly calling us | blamed herfelf for was, “ Her 
to repentance, and has often re- | not having taken fo much care for 
peated his chaftifements on us by | their eternal good as fhe ought to 
grievous fickneffes: But this not- | havedone : Fortho’, faid fhe, I 
withftanding, how full of wick- | have fometimes inftruéted, and 
ednefs has he feen ali our towns? | exhorted you, yet I fhould have 
For both men and women, young | done this more carneftly, and pre/~ 
men and maids do all delight in | Jfingly than I have; and fhould 
iin and do things therein greatly | even have commanded you to love, 
grievous.” and ferve the Lord your God: 

“‘ People fhould all of them | But having fallen far thort of my 








now forfake their fins, and turn | duty herein in times pait, 1 mutt 
to God; and they fheuld come | now be the more earncil with 
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You, being now about to leave 
the world and you.’’* 

Accordingly fhe did now, in 
the moft affecting and prefling 
language of a dying mother, urge 
and command thefe her children 
to love the Lord their God with 
all their hearts and fouls, mimdand 
itrength ; and did entreat them 
to avoid, and abftain from thofe 
fins, to which fhe thought them 
moft inclined, and from all other 
fins what foever. 

She then declared, that as to 
herfelf, fhe had hopes through 
the mercy of God in Jefus Chiift 
the only Saviour of finful man, 
fhe fhould, notwithftanding all 
her fin and guilt, obtain ever- 
lafting life, and happinefsin the 
world to come. She clofed with 
aferious exhortation to all about 
her to have continual recourfe to 
the blood of Jefus Chrift Mr par. 


don and cleanfing. She evidently 





* If one, who gave fatisfaQory evi- 
dence of au babitual concern for the {pir- 
itual good of her children, was yet 
much affected, in the clofing fcene of 
life, with a fenfe of her omiffions ; 
what cutting refle@ions muft thofe par- 
ents, in a Chriftian land, be fuppofed 
to have at this awful periud, whe have 
never given their children any ferious 
inftructions in religion—have never 
placed beforcthem any weighty diffua- 
fives from fin, and perfuafives to ho- 
linefs—have never urged them to fice 
from the wrath tecomie, to lay hold on 
eternal life, and fecure that good part, 
which wil] not be taken away from 


them ? Efpecially, what keen remorfe, 


mutt thofe have at this folemn hour, 
fuppofing they have the ufe of their 
reafon, and their minds have vot be- 
come caliout, whofe con{ciences accufe 
them not only of conftant criminal neg 
ects, but}? of having fet before their 
children an example of impiety and de- 
bauchery, and thus led them on to pur- 
fue the path that leads to final perdition? 
May fuch unnatural, and abandored 
parents repent before it be too Jatc. ! 


appeared to die in the faith of the 
gofpel. 

A ferious perfon, (who died at 
the age of 16,) hearing fome 
young people, when they firft 
awoke in the morning, entering 
into a difcourfe, which was impro- 
per, and vain, very ferioufly. re- 
proved them, telling them, “That 
the God of their lives, and of all 
their mercies ought to have the 
firft of their thoughts wihrn they 
awoke in a morning ; and de- 
clared tothem, how unfit a thing 
it was, for perfons to begin the 
day with fuch vain and unprofita- 
ble difcourfes.”” ; 

A little before her death, when 
hopes of recovery were given up, 
the fpake to this purport to her 
afflicted mother ; * Be not, my 
mother, overmuch grieved at my 
death ; for tho’ T have been guil- 
| ty of many fins ; yet I have hopes 
in the mercy of God, thro’ Jefus 
Chriit, my only Saviour, that 1° 
fhall, when I die leave all my pain 
and afflition behind me, and en- 

er into everlafting reft and happi- 

nefs : And if you do, by a tho- 
rough repentance, turn to God, 
| and truly feek and ferve him, you 
| may yetagain fee me with great 
| joy and comfort. 


| Anecdo. of Foafh Panu and his 


mother. 











When this Joafh was a little 
boy, a certain perfon put a little 
rum into his mouth, that he might 
have an early tafte of that liquor, 
which Indians in general fo much 
admire : But it feems, that this 
| fort of drink was too fiery for the 
tender palate of the lad ; he there- 
| fore fuddenly cleared his mouth of 
it, with fome indication of diflike. 
His mother being prefent, and 
obferving his ations upon the oc- 
cafion, {pake to this purport ; 
| «Ts this too hot for you, and fe 
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very offenfive, as by your acting it 
feemsto be ? How much more 
would the flames of hell be fo? 
And yet for drinking this fort of 
drink, there are many, who go to 
that place of torment : Take 
heed therefore that you abftain 
from it—be fure to avoid the ex- 
ceffiveufe of it.”,—Thisfeafonable 
word of caution and advice, which 
his mother thus gave him, made 
fuch an impreffion yon his tender 
heart as was never effaced ; nor 
didhe, as far as the gentleman 
that wrote his life could under- 
ftand, ever tafte any more of that 
fort of drink ; neither did he make 
ufe of any other fort of drink, 
which was ftrong or fpirituous.* 


Converfation between two Chriftian 
Indians. 


Yonohhumuh, a very ferious | 


man, being near his death, réceiv- 
ed a vifit from Peter Ohquonhut, a 


Chriftian Indian, afterwards a mi- | 
nifter worthy of credit. Peter | 


on this occafion put fomequettions 
to him, which, with the anfwers 
here follow :— 

«* Peter. Do you believe that 
there is a God ? 

Yonohhumuh. Yes, 1 believe, 
that there is indeed a great God, 
whofe name is Jehovah ; and that 





*If parents in general, in this land» 
were more faithful monitors, and more 
careful tokeep their fons out of the in- 
fectious company of intemperate and 
enfaaring perions, much moral evil 
might be prevented, and many a youth 
be preferved from ruin: But where pa- 
rental inftru€tions, admonitions and re- 
ftraints are wanting, the bias of corrupt 
nature, accompanied by external temp- 
tations, will incline many a youth fpeed- 
ily to enter forbidden paths, and not 
unfrequently, in afhcrt time, torun to 
an cxcefs of riot, from which nothing 
but the grace of God, in an uncommon 
meafure, will ever reclaim him, 








5 
he createdthe world and all things 


in it. 

P. Doyou knowthat you have 
finned againft the God that made 
you? 

Y. Yes, indeed I do fo; I 
know J have committed many and 
great fins againit him. 

P. Are you fevfible, that for 
your fins, you deferve to be tor- 
mented ? 

Y. Yes, I know that my fins 
have deferved that I fhould be caft 
into hell. 

P. Have you then, any hopes 
of being faved ? And if fo, by 
whom and how ? 

7. I have been informed, that 
God fent his Son into the world, 
to redeem and fave finful men ; 
and that fuch as come to him by 
true faith and repentance are fa- 
ved from wrath by him ; and on 
this I ground my hope for falva- 
tion. 7 

P. Do you then repent of your 
fins, and by faith come to Chrilt, 
fince you hope for falvation in this 
way? 

Y. Yes, I do; I come and 
come again to Chrift ; and I 
mourn for my fins, and entreat 
him to pardon them, and cleanfe 
me from them.”’ 

Being now muchaffected—thed- 
ding tears, and unable to proceed, 
the converfation was fufpended 
fora fhort time: The fick man, 
when the agitation of his mind 
was in fome meafure calmed, re- 
fumed it, and afked a queftion in 
his tura ; and having received an 
anfwer, clofed the difcourfe with 
this grateful and weighty re- 
mark. 

“ Oh ! the wonderfl love af 
God, that having but one Son, 
he was willing to give him to fuf- 
fer and die for us miferable finners, 
that fo we might live through 
him !”? 


Vou. ILI. No. 7. K k. 
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God unchangeable in his purpofes, in 
the accomplif, ifoment of which, all 
the real good ever enjoyed by men, 
is cffeed and beflowed. 


N infpired penman of the 
{criptures has affirmed, 


“© Every good gift and every per- 
fee gift i is from above sand cometh 
down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variablenefs, nei- 
ther fhadow of turning. Jaines 
h 1% 

A diftiné: illufiration of every 
particular afferted-or clearly impli- 
ed in thefe words, would contain 
too much for a place i in the maga- 
zine. The following obfervations 

will, therefore, be princ cipaliy con- 
fined to the lat propofition ; yet 
keeping in view its connection 
with the other parts of the verfe. 

The propoiiticn, “ With whom 
#8 no variablencis, neither fhadow 
of turnings,” imports, that _— 
the Father of lights, is unchang: 

able inwhis being and efiential per . 
feG&tions. A neceflary felf-exift- 
ent being mult neceflanily be 
fame forever. There never was, 
and never wiil be, any alteration, 
change, or variation, in his great- 
nefs, or power, or wifdom, holi- 
nefs, juflice, goodnefs, or truth. 
The propofition alfo imports, that 
God is without variablenefs or 
change in his counfels and defigns. 
A being who is itrictly and abfo- 
lutely unchangeable, makes no 
altcration in his counfels, defigns, 
or purpofes. He forms his plan 
of operation, and adheres to it, 
and carries it into complete effect, 
without deviatmy from it in any 
inftance whatfoever. ‘“ Known 
unto God are all his works from 
the beginning of the world.—He 
worketh all things after the coun- 
fel of his own will.’? All the 
good gifts, and all 4 fe re 
gifts, which he beftows, he be- 


God unchangeable in his purpofes. 
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flows according to his counfel and 
defign from the bermning, in ac 
complifhment of © the eternal 

purpofe which he purpofed in 
Chritt Jefus our Lord.” 

The counfel, plan, or purpofe 
of God refpeRing all his works, 
which exiited in his mind fron 
the beginning, or from everlafting, 
comprifes all the ways and means, 
by which the good and perfee& 


cifts, which gome from lnm, are 


efleted, accomplifhed, conveyed 
or obtained. Every mean, and: ev. 
ery circumftance, which hath any 
relation to the good beftowed, con- 
veyed or obtained, in time, had juft 
the fame relation to and conne@tion 
with the event in the divine plan 
from everlafting, as it hath at the 
time the effect is wrought, or the 
good beftowed. If God purpofed 
or decreed to fave the individual 
perfons, compofing the church of 
the Theffalonians, whom Paul 
addrefled in his fecond epittle to 
them, through fan&tification of the 
Spirit and belief of the truth, 
and to call them to the obtaining 
of this ineftimable good, by means 
of the gofpel which the apottles 
preached ; then they could not 
be faved in any other way, or by 
any other means, confittently with 
his counfel or decree. The gof- 
pel preached to them, and their 
hearing it and believing it, had 
pre ecifely he fame relation to and 
connecuon with their falvation in 
the eternal J urpofe of God, a3 at 
the time when they a@ually heard 
and believed ; and in the « eterns 
purpofe of God their vation 
wasas much dependent on and as 
much the effeét of their hearing 
and believing, as it was at the 
time when it in faét took place. 
The like might be obferved with 
re{pect to every bencficial effeS, 
for the accomplifhment of which, 
means ave employed. 
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The counfel or purpofe of God, 


according to which he worketh 
all things, primarily refpeéts his 
own conduct. He hath formed 
a complete plan of all Ais own 
works or operations, embracing 
every act and operation of his, 
from eveilafting to everlafting. All 
that he hath done, and all that 
he will da, is according to the 
plan or counfel of his will from 
the beginning. He never did and 
never will do any thing, which he 
did not always purpofe or intend 
to do. And every thing which 
he always intended to do, he do- 
eth or willdo. Not one of the 
infinite variety of things comprif- 
ed in his original plan, will fail ot 
be left undone. And by thus fix- 
ing the plan of his own opera- 
tions, and deciding or determin- 
ing what he will do, in every in- 
flance from everlalting to everlatt.. 
ing, the univerfal fyftem of events, 
compriing every exiftence, and 
avtry action, and every enjoyment, 
and every fuffering of creatures, 
became See and certain. For 
the whele hath fuch relation to, 
and dependence on, and connec- 
tion with, what God doeth, that 
the determination of his own atts 
in every inflance, from everlafting 
to everlafling, renders the whole 
fixed and certain. 

That God hath thus deter- 
mined the plan of his own works, 
acts or operations, and in the be- 
flowment of every good and per- 
fect gift which comes from him, 
accomplifhes. his own purpofe, 
according to the counfel of his 
will, and docth nothing but what 
he from everlalting intended or 
cletermined to do, is clearly and 
fully implied in the propoiition, 
that with him there is no variable- 
nefs neither fhadow of turning. 
Por any aiteration of his purpole, 

or the omiffion of any thing which 
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he once intended to do, or the 
grant or performance of any thing 
which formerly he did not pur- 
pofe to do, ev ideatly i implies fuch 
a change of mind, as cannot be 
reconciled with his ftrid, eternal 
immutability or unchan geableneis. 

And why fhould any wifh God 
to c! hange hia mind, or to alter 
his purpoie, orto do or omit any 
thing which once he did not in- 
tend ? Or what objection can 
they reafonably make, againtt his 
forming in the begianin g the 
whole plan ef his oper ations, and 
carrying it into compiete effect, 
without any the leaft alteration ? 
Do they fecretly imagine that he, 
like creatures, improves by age 
and experience, and can better 
determine ‘now, what it is mofk 
wife and proper and beft for him 
to do, in fome cafes, than he 
could in the eges of eteraity ? De 


they think he hath now a clearer 


view and mere perfec knowledge 
of all creatures, cafes and circum 
frances, thau he had before the ac- 
tual exiilence of creation com. 
menced ? 

Surely none wiil dare pretend 
tothis. The thought is impious, 
and implies a denial. or difbelief of 
the abfolute eternal omnifctenc? 
and infinite knowledge of God. 
If God hath obtained any new 


bd ce ° ] “° 
ideas finee creation began ; lf 


things have happened which he 
did not expect, or otherwife thaa 
he expected ; if he now fees any 
thing in a new and different light 
from what he once did, and would 
not cage the beginning: have form- 
ed his plan in ‘all relpe ig jul as 
he did, had he then viewed every 
thing juit as-he doth now ; if mati 
thing like this hath taken place; 
then: furely there is a very matert- 
al change in his view and kaow!- 
edge of things, and he was once 
ignorant of what he now kaa 
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And upon this fuppofition, his 
underftanding or knowledge was 
once imperfe&t, but is now im- 
proved; and upon the fame prin- 
ciple, may probably be ftill fur- 
ther improved fome ages hence. 

If fuch be the idea which any 
entertain of God, let them no 
more pretend to believe his eternal 
omnifcience—his infinite, eternal 
and abfolutely perfect knowledge 
of all things. But let them can- 
didly own, that although they 
believe his knowledge is very 
great. and exteniive, and far fupe- 
rior to that of creatures; yet he 
is, or may have beer, ignorant in 
a degree with refpect to fome 
things—liable to fome error or 
miftake, and may poflibly make 
fuch improvement and acquire 
fuch new ideas, that, lke crea- 
tures, he may fee it wife and beit 
to do fome things, which from 
the beginning he did not think of 
doing, and to omit others, which 
he then propofed to do. 

But if any, who objet to God’s 
eternal immutable purpofe, ac- 
cording to which he invariably 
aéts, do not choofe to own, that 
they entertain any fuch like de- 
grading and reproachful ideas of 
the Deity, they are defired to en- 
quire and confider ferioufly, whe- 
ther they can affign or conceive of 
any reafon, why God, before he 
had formed any creature, could 
not determine as well, what it 
would be wifeft and beft for him 
to do in all cafes whatfoever, as 
he could afterwards. And if he 
was as wife and holy, as juft and 
righteous, faithful and true, as 
good and gracious, benevolent, 
merciful aud compaffionate then, 
23 he is now or ever will be, whe- 
ther they can poffibly conceive of 
any objection againft his then de- 
termining and fixing in his own 
mind, the whole plan of his ope- 
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rations with refpeé& to every 
world, creature, thing and event, 
from beginning to end, which 
would not lie equally againft his 
ever determining what to do in 
all cafes. 

But to cut the argument fhort, 
and bring the cafe to a point, let 
it be obferved, that God is effen- 
tially and eternally omnifcient and 
infinitely wife. Before he began 
creation, he knew juft as much 
as he doth now : he had as clear 
and perfect a view of all things 
as he now hathor ever will have. 
He, therefore, then faw and knew, 
as clearly and as_ perfeétly as he 
ever will, what it would be wifett 
and beit for him to do, and mott 
for the glory and happinefs of the 
fyflem, in all cafes whatfoever, in 
regard to creation, and all crea- 
turcs, things and events, through 
the interminable ages of eternity. 
What plan of operations and 
events would produce the moft 
glorious and happy fyftem on the 
whole, moft completely gratifying 
toa perfecéily juft and infinitely 
wife and benevolent heart, he 
then faw and knew with the ut- 
moft clearnefs—with infalliblg cer- 
tainty. To deny this, is in ef- 
fei to deny his abfolute omnif- 
cience, his abfolutely perfect 
knowledge and wifdom, and to 
impute fome imperfection to him 
in point of underitanding, wifdom 
and knowledge. 

He then knew himfelf to be 
abfolutely omnipotent, every way 
able and fufficient, to carry into 
effe&t and accomplifh fuch a plan 
of cperation and events, as he faw 
and knew would be wifeft and 
beft. To deny this, is in effeé 
to deny his infinite power and all- 
fufficiency, and to impute imper- 
fe€tion to him in point of power, 
fkill and ability. 

He was then as impartially 
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juft, asinfinitely righteous, as he 
now is or ever will be. Therefore, 
whatever plan he then formed, 
mutt certainly be as agreeable to, 
asconfiftent with ,juitice and right- 
eoufnefs, as he would ever aét at 
any time, in cafe he had not pre- 
vioufly determined what to do, be- 
fore the occafion a€tually exitted. 

Once more: God is eternally 
and unchangeably the fame infin- 
itely benevolent, good and mer- 
ciful being ; and, therefore, in- 
variably and infinitely inclined to 
that plan and fyttem of operations 
and events, which will produce 
and iffue in the greateit poffible 
good, and equ ally oppofed in 
heart to every thing which will 
leffea or impair it, on the whole. 
We may, therefore, be juft as fure 
that he hath, from the beginning, 
been invariably fixed and deter- 
mined upon that fyftem or plan 
ef operations and events, which 


ee 
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of the moft High, and attempt to 
defeat his purpofes. But though 
‘ there be many devices in a man’s 
heart ; neverthelefs, the counfel of 
the Lord, that fhall ftand.’”? Yea, 
“The Lord bringeth the coun- 
fel of the heathen to nought; he 
maketh the devices of the people 


| of none effect. The counfel of 


will produce and iffue in the great- | 


eft poffible good on the whole, as 


we are that he always knew what | 


itis, and wasevery way able to 
infure and sonnegiith it, and 
is and always was perfectly 
juit and righteous, and infinitely 
good. We 
ced tothe neceflity of believing, 
that God hath always had one 
fixed plan of operations unaltera- 
bly citablifhed from the begin- 


the Lord ftandeth forever, the 
thoughts of his heart toall gene- 
rations.”’ In fhort, “ he work- 
eth all things after the counfel of 
his own will.” And certainly, 
if his counfel is perfectly wife, jut 
and good, and contains the beft 
poffible plan, there can be no rea- 
fonable objeCtion againft it. But 
the truthis, men do not like the 
divine plan. In their view and to 
their hearts, it is not good, but 
evil. For Goddoeth many things 
which are exceedingly crofling 
and mortifying to their hearts. 
And many real evils evidently ex. 
ift. And they will not believe it 
poffible, that thefe fhould be any 
way comprif d in the plan of a 
perfectly wife, jull and good Gad 5 
becaule they do not rng how they 


y 

| are neceffary, or will prove fub- 
tt 
th 


are, therefore, redu- | 


fervient to. 1¢ beft good of the 
a And they “inwardly feel 
s though God doth very wrong 


m Gallisaaeee sx them to take place, 


ning, from which he never pr 


ates in any inftance ; or elfe, 
difbelieving his abfolute ci. ite 
finite and unchangeable perfection. 
The former is molt rational, 
and certainly the plainly revealed 
doéirine of the fcriptures. For 
according to thofe divine oracles, 
‘© He declares the end from the 
eginning, and from antient times 
the things that are not yet cone, 
faying, * my counfel fhall ftand, 
and I will do all my pleafure.”’ 
Men often oppofe the counfel 





provided he could pofiibly prevent 
them, and, therefore, as though 
they took place coutrary to his 
delign, and in fpite of his endeav- 
ors to prevent them. But that 
God doeth many things very crof- 
fing and mortifying to thecorrupt, 
felith and rebellious feelings of 
the human heart, is certainly no 
argument that he doth not ad 
wifely and for the beit. Nor 1s 
it at all ftrange, that fuch fhort- 
firhted felfifh ercatures as we are, 
fhould not be able to fee how the 
evil things which take place under 
the divine adminitiration are inten- 
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ded for good, and will ultimately 
terminate in the belt good of the 
fyftem. Yet when they in fact 
take place under the gevernment 
of an infinitely wife, esting jutt 


and good God, aid he alfo tells 
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us he means them unto goo; and | 
clearly fhows already, in many | 


particular cafes, 
them Sinica to the accoim- 


how he makes | 


plithment of the moll wife, be- | 


nevolent and merciful purpotes, if 
we were not mott unreafonably 


roud and felf conceited, we! 


fhould readily believe that he acts 
in the wifeft and beit poilible man- 

ner; ‘though his thoughts and 
ways are even farther above our 
comprehenfion, than the heavens 
are‘higher than the earth. 


To do | 


otherwife, is to fet our feanty un- | 


derftan ndings, which are as no. 


thing, in oppofition to the infinite | 
underftanding and abiolutely uni- 


verfal perfeee knowledve of God. 
How arrogant and daringly impi- 
ousisthis! Let itbe added, 
Every objection araimft God’s 
— unchai weal) le purpofe, 
nfelor defign, is equally a- 
aiaih what he a docth. 
For if all that God aétually do- 
éth, in creation wid providence, 
in the worlds of nature and of 
grace, is wife and juit and good; 


| 


{ 


then certainly it was wife and juit | 


and good in lium, to o intend, pur- 
pofe ‘and. det ermine, or decree to 
€o it, before the world began. 
Whatever wifdom, juttice or 
gocdnefs at uny time requiresGod 
to do, it equally required him al- 

ways to intend or purpofe to de. 
This is felf-evident. Nor can we 


object again'this forming and un- 
elterably eltablit! hing the whole 
plan of his operations from the be- 
ginning, without equally objec- 
ting to what he actually deotlin 
and. pronouncing it unwife, unho- 
be or act good, but the contrary. 
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And, as before obferved, the 
truth is, we are diflatisfied with 
God’s condué&t. We diflike his 
works and ways. Ifallthat God 
doeth was right and good in our 
eyes, and perfectly pleafing to our 
hearts, we fheuld not entertain a 
thought of his having done wrong 
in determining, purpoling and 
firmly decreeiug to do fo from ail 
eternity. 

Thefe obfervations will be clof. 
ed with one genes il te ficclion, Viz. 

W hat a folid foundation and in. 
exhauitible fource of fupport, con. 
folation and joy, d Co ali the bene. 
olent and holy find, in the view 
and contemplation of God as the 
Father of lights, from whom com. 
eth ig gos and perfect gift, 
and in > belief and affurance, 
that wit} ye there is no variable. 
nefs, a fhadow of turaing— 
that he is unchangeable in his bee 
ing and efiential perfe€iions, and 
Mi “all his couafels and defigns ¢ 

Confcious that they are Cepen le 
dent creatures, who >have no fuf. 
ficiency of themfelves, to provide 
for and fecure their own he apple 
nefs, or that of others—yea, that 
they are finners, and as fuch, mil- 
erable already, and expoied to 
yet greater m ifery ; feciag allo 
the world, at prefen t full of evils, 
and the inhabitants more general- 
ly living in malice and envy, hate- 
ful and hating one ano ther, with- 
out aay fearof Cod before then 
eyes, their feet fwift to thed blood, 
and their ways marked .with de- 
ruction and mifery ; how would 
their benevolent hearts fink within 
them, and be overwhelmed with 
grief and defpair, in cafe they 
knew of no being, to whom thes 
might look for fupport and help 
ina well rye i confidence, that 
heis able and difpofed and fully 
determined, to fupport thote who 
cleave wato him, and te overmtle 
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allthe evil which takes place, in 
a fubferviency to the beft good of 
the intelligent fyftem ? But when 
they think of the Father of lights, 
and view him at*the head of the 
univerfe, and confider the innu- 
merable good and perfe&t gifts 
which he hath beftowed and is 
daily beftowing, and the immen- 
fity of good which he hath promif- 
ed, or revealed it to be his pur- 
pofe, yet to beflow or efleet— 
when they contemplate his glori- 
ous charaéter, his infinite under- 
ftanding, knowledge and wifdom, 
his abfolute omnifcience and al- 
mighty power, his infinite juftice 
and righteoufnefs, goodnefs and 
truth, grace and faithfulnefs--when 
they confider this all-fufficient and 
abfolutely perfect God asfitting on 
the throne, and doing as he pleafes 
mm heaven and earth, working all 
things after the counfel of his will, 
for accomplifhing the purpotes of 
his own infinitely wife and benev- 
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‘ftitutions not to be found in any 





olent heart, affuring us that he 
can and will do all his pleafure ; 
they then fee folid ground and find 
abundant fource of {upport, com- 
fort and joy. In the view and be- | 
lief of this God at the head of | 
the univerfe, and that he chang- 
eth not, they are affured that all 
will end well, in the greateft glo- 
ry and happinefs of his kingdom, 
notwitnitanding all prefent dark 
and difmal appearances ; and that 
fuch as truft in him are fafe, and 
will finally triumph over every evil, 
and find complete, everlatting hap- 
pinefs in his eternal kingdom. 
ASTHENES. 


' 


Harmony of Chriftianity. 
{Concluded from p. 209.) 


PART IV. 
The Inftitutions of Chrijtianity. 
ELIGIOUS inftitutions 











are indeed practical, but 


they embrace a diftin@ clafs of 
practical duties, and have been 
ufually named pofitive; a fepa- 
rate view of them may be benefi- 
cial. 

Chriftianity is diftinguifhed 


from other religions, by feveral in- 


other religious fyftems. Thefe, 
although often confidered as not 
bearing any original relation to 
their object, will be found when 
duly confidered, as being weil 
adapted to the nature and ends 
of the Chriftian religion, and to 
render the fyitem {till more per- 
fee. 

Thefe inftitutions are the Chrif- 
tian miniftry ; the vifible church 
with its officers and difcipline ; the 
Chriftian fabbath ; and the facra- 
ments of the new teftament, viz. 
Baptifm and the Lord’s fupper. 

1. The Chriitian miniitry. 

This office was imitituted by 
Chrift, juft before his afcenfion 
to glory, after he had prepared 
his apoftles for fo important a fer- 
vice. * Go ye, faid he, into all 
the world, and preach the gofpel 
to every creature.”’—* Go teach 
all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft ; teach- 
ing them to obferve ail things, 
whatfoever I have commanded 
you. And lo, I am with you 
alway even unto the end of the 
world.”? ‘Thefe were to commit 
the preaching of the gofpel to 
faithful men who fhould be able 
to teach others, and they again 
to thofe who fhould fucceed 
them under protection of the Re- 
deemer’s gracious promife juft re- 
peated, to the end of time. 

The office and work of an evan- 
gelift, and that of a paftor of 
bifhop are of the fame general na. 
ture. The evangelift may a& as 
a bifhop when properly called, 


are. 


ai 
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and the bifhop may alfo do the 
work of an evangelit, when the 
i) 


-intereft_ of Chrillianity require 


him. The appropriate work of 
an evangelift is to preach the 
gofpel, adminifter baptifm, gather 
believers into a Chriitian fociety, 
and adminifter to them the Lord’s 


fupper. 


The work of the bifhop 
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primarily refpecis the overfight of | 


a particular church, meeting in 
one place, for divine worlhip aud 
ordinanees. 

It is required that evangelitts 
or miffionaries be men ery ia 
the knowledge and faith of the 
gofpel, in the Chriftian temper, 


-or graces of the Spirit, and of 


fuch fuperior abilities and attain- 
mentsin knowledge andin minif- 


terial gifts and accomplithments, 


as to be well able to teach others, 
and lead the public devotional ex- 
ercifes, and whofe life and manners 
do honor to Chriftianity ; and 
they muft have a good report 
2% thofe who are without. 
The viible church with its 
officers and difcipline. 
This holy fociety is 
by the authority of Cy init. On 
this rock, faid he, will I build 
my church, and the gates of hell 
fhall iot prevail arraiuitt a | 
vilible church of ‘Chriit, meeting 
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united with one heart in the faith, 
as it is Chrift, conftitute his invif. 
ble church. Believers on earth 
conftitute the church militant ; 
the faints in heaven conttitute the 
church triumphant. 

The inftitutions of religion, 
celebrated in the former, are de. 
figned and adapted for the con. 
verfion of finners, and the edif- 


| cation of faints, till they all come 


in the unity of the faith aad of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, 
untoa perfect man, unto the mea. 
fure of the ftature of the fulnefs 
of Chrift. In the church on earth 


the Chriftian difcipline is to be 


_exercifed, for the recovery of 


thofe who fall into herefy or im- 
morality ; this however is not a 
difcipline enforced by any corpo- 
ral or pecuniary punifhments, but 


‘isa difcipline of perfuafion and 
|reproof, flowing from brotherly 
love, and the fpirit of Chrittianity 


'in general. 


cafe may require. 
inftituted | 


In this duty and h- 
bor the churches are to affiit each 
other, when duly called, as the 
Jf all proper 
labor to reclaim the erring brother, 
prove inefie€tual, and he appears 
to be irreclaimable, after the be- 


| coming exercife of brotherly pa- 
| tence ‘and | long fuffering, he mutt 


in one. place, for divine ordinances, 


is conftituted of members, ¢ach 


making a credible profeffion of the | 


faith of the yofpel, and fubmit- 
ting to its inftitutions and com- 
mands. All of them apparently 
united in the faith, the i{pirit and 


practice of Chriitianity ; and alli 


thus diftinguifhed froin the world, 


though belonging to many dilier- 


ent Chriflian congregations, or , 


having different opinions and prac- 
g P 
tices inthe non-effentials of rch 
gion, me ye) the vilible catho- 
hic church £ Chritt on earth: : 
a , ” He h, . th 
4yuc als thoie in ica il ab id tare 


a eee =. 


be feparated from the communion 
of the church, as not being under 
the influence of gofpel motives 
and arguments, and to prevent 
the influence of his fin to the in- 
jury of others. 

In thefe churches are to be 
placed {tated bifhops or paitors, 
whofe office and duty have been 
already mentioned. 

Deacons are officers in partic- 
ular churches, whofe official duties 
lie in affifting the paftor when 
necdfu , in fervices to the afflie- 
ed, in fupplying the wants of the 
necdy from the colleGtions of the 
church, and in providing for the 





’ 
i. 
th 


il 


ly 
C~ 
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Lord’s table and diftributing the | 


facramental elements. 

3. The Chriftian fabbath is a 
divine inftitution tobe a day of 
holy reft, in thankful commemo.- 
ration of the reft of Jefus from his 
labors, by his refurre€tion from 
the dead. It isto be fpent in 
the exercifes of religion in private, 
in the public folemnities of divine 
worfhip, the miniftrations of the 
gofpel, and the celebration of the 
gofpel facraments, baptifm and 
the Lord’s fupper. 

4. Thefe facraments were in- 
ftituted by Chrift, to imprefs our 
ininds by fuch fignificantemblems, 
with a fuitable Pnfe of our dedi- 
cation to him, on the terms of 
the gofpel ; our faith in his atone- 
ment ; our truft in his fufficien- 
cy ; our union to each other, 
and to all his difciples ; and our 
hope in his falvation. 

As thefe inftitutions of the 
gofpel are paffing in review, we 
cannot but reflect, how admira- 
bly they are adapted to their end ; 
how they all point to the fame 
iffue, and agree with each other, 
and with Chriftianity in all its 
parts already confidered. 


Conclufion. 


While many inferences, which 
might be made from the preceding 
diflertation, are paffed in filence, 
the reader is requefted to give his 
ferious attention to thofe which 
follow. 

1. The harmony of the Chrif- 
tian religion is a good evidence of 
its truth and divinity. Agree- 
ment in the various parts of a com- 
plicated fyftem is an important 
argument for the truth of the 
whole, becaufe truth is ever con- 
fiftent with itfelf; but it is not 
fo with falfchood ; in a complex 
fyftem of this, inconfiftencies and 
contradictions will abound. Fur- 
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thermore, in the Chriftian fyftem, 
many things are contained which 
we know to be true, either intui- 
tively or by deduction fhort and 
plain; and we clearly perceive 
the connection between thefe, and 
the other branches of the fcheme, 
not equally obvious in themfelves, 
|or admitting proof by fo fhort a 
| deduction. 

From the preceding inveftiga- 
| tion, it appears that the whole 
‘fyftem refts on a few primary 
| truths, either intuitively evident, 
| or by fhort and eafy deduction. 

Thus, if we admit our moft 
'common mental perceptions, we 
| know there is an important differ- 
ence between pleafure and pain ; 
the firft is the obje& of defire and 
| the latter of averfion. That pers 
cipient beings fhould be happy 
and that the greateft fum of hap- 
pinefs fhould exift, is defirable, 
| rather than that a {mall degree of 
| happinefs in an individual, fhould 
| take place at the expenfe of the 
| greater happinefs of many; and 
| finally, that union to the beft and 
| greateft felicity of percipient ex- 
iftence is the perfeGtion of a ra- 
tional mind ; andthe oppofite to 
this, the depravity of fuch a mind. 
Thefe truths are fo obvious as not 
to be queftioned. 

By this rule therefore, every 
character and every fcheme of re- 
ligion and morality may be fairly 
| tried. Is it friendly to intelligent 
happinefs on the whole, - and in 
the final iffue ? 

The fyftem of truth which has 
been ftated will bear this teft. Its 
final objeé is the higheft rational 
felicity to the moral fyftem ; the 








rational minds, or general benev- 
olence. We have feen the fever- 
al parts of the Chriftian revela- 
|tionto mect and unite in this ; 
‘and all the great events in the mo- 
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mean to effe& it is the union of 
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ral fyftem ultimately rendered fub- 
fervient to it. The mediatorial 
fyitem is the great work of God 
for its accemplifhment. With 
this in view, we fee each branch 
of divine truth conneéted with 
others, andall forming a perfect 
and confiftent whole, in a connec- 
tion of the parts. which is indif- 
foluble. 

The Chriftian fyftem may be 
compared to a great chain de- 
fceending from heaven, confifting 
of numerous links, all connected 
with each other and 
whole ; or, to vary the fimilitude, 
to a magnificent edifice, which 
though. necefiarily complex, is 


Harmony of Chriflianity. 





with the | 
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it; theagreement of the parts with 
each other and with the whole, 
and the perfection of the whole, 
imprefs the ferious and contempla. 
tive mind, with the fulleft con. 
viction of the truth and divinity 
of the fyftem, its adaptednefs to 
its end, and the exiftence and per. 
feiion of its divine author.— 
“‘ The heavens, indeed, deciare his 
glory and the firmament his han- 
dy work ; day unto day uttereth 
fpeech, and night unto night 
fheweth knowledge of God.” — 
But the Chriftian fyftem exhibits 


_ his charaéter and perfection with 
| ftili greater certainty and clear- 


till compofed of the beft maten- | 
als, and built by an accomplifhed | 
archite&. The attentive fpeCia- | 
tor, in contemplating the building, | 
is imprefied with a view of the | 


excellence of the materials, and 
with the exa& conflruction and 
the exquifite manner in which 
they are conneéted, the fuitable- 
nefs of each part to the place it 
fills, andto the beauty, firength 
and perfection of 
He admires the harmony and pro- 
portion of the parts with each 
other, and with the whole. But 


he moft of all, contemplates with | 


delight, the adaptednefs of the 
building for utility, to the object 
for which it was erected, efpecial- 
ly if this objeét be important. 
In viewing the. edifice he will be 
led to profound admiration of the 
builder and admire the wifdom, 
taite and forethought which pro- 
jected it, and feel the fame con- 
viction of the ability of the archi- 
te€t, as of the exiftence and work- 
manfhip of the edifice. 
Comparing great things with 
fmall, we may fay, the Chrittian 
fyftem is like this building. The 
excellence of each part, andits{uita- 


blenefs tothe placeandendaffigned 


the. whole. | 


nefs. How fadly debafed by 
vain philofophy, and the pride of 
{cience, falfely fo called, is the 
mind which, with this divine fyf- 
tem before it, can be blind to its 
truth and beauty, and to the ex- 
iftence and perfection of its divine 


' author. 


z. The truth ’and divinity of 


| Chriftianity are evident from its 


} 
' 


| 


|p 
| 


final object, and the means em- 
loyed to obtain it. 

The final objec is the higheft 
perfection of the moral fyfem, in 
the bieffed union and communion 
of all holy beings. aes 

The adorable trinity in unity, 


| in the ever bleffed God, is the 





fource and pattera of all union 
and communion in holy intelligen- 
ces. Thefinaldefignof themedia- 
torial fyfiem, and of all fubordi- 
nate divine operations, is to bring 
all holy angeis and faints into the 
neareft union to God and each 
other, in conformity to the triune 
Deity. This is effected by a par- 
ticipation, adequate to the nature 
and capacity of each, in the Holy 
Ghoft, with each other, and with 
the Father and the Son. 

The feripture doétrine clearly 
imports that the Holy Spirit 3s 


| given to all the children of God, 
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to abide in them forever. By this 
they have joint participation in the 
fame good; in this alfo, they 
have fellowfhip with the Father 
and the Son, as has been ftated. 

Our bleffed Lord taught this 
do€trine to Nicodemus when he 
faid, ‘* Except a man be ‘born 
again—of the. Spirit—he cannot 
fee the kingdom of God.”— 
Again, “ Tf ye, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your 
children, -how much more fhall 
your heavenly Father give his 
Holy Spirit to thofe who afk 
him ?” 

From thefe and many other 
{cripture declarations it appears, 
that the Holy Spirit is the great 
fummary of the good beftowed 


on the redeemed, and that he | 


one in us.” Again ina difcourfe 
on the final defign of the media- 
| torial work of Chrift : « That in 
| the difpenfation of the fulnefs of 
times, he might gather together 
| in one all things in Chrift, both 
| which are in heaven and which are 
onearth.”” All who are acquaint- 
ed with the holy fcriptures know 
| that they abound with paffages of 
| like import, and abundantly prove, 
_ that the great end of the Chrif- 
| tian fyitem is to. effe& this happi- 
| fying union and communion, be- 
| tween all holy intelligent beings, 
| through the Holy Spirit, in con- 
| 
| 
| 





formity to the blefied union and 
communion in the triune Deity : 
And that this is effected through 
the mediatorial work of Chrift, ap- 
plied by the agency of the Holy 


abides with them asa principle of | Spirit, by whom all the redeemed 


divine life, action and enjoyment. 
This indwelling fpirit produceth 


in the heart, love to God, to— 


Chnift and to each other, and thus 
unites all its fubjeéts tothe king 
dom of God, and effe&s in them 


a joint participation of fpiritual | 
good ; efpecially, communion | 
with God, and each other, agree- | 


bly to the following apoftolic dec- 
laration, ** That which we have 
feen and heard, declare we unto 
you, that ye may have fellowfhip 


with us ; and truly our fellowthip | 


is with the father and with his fon 
Jefus Chrift.”” -Of the fame im- 


port is the apoftolic benediétion, | 
“ The grace of our Lord Jefus | 
Chrift, the love of God, and the | 


communion of the Holy Ghoit be 
with you ail.’”’ 

The two following {criptural 
paflages ftrongly exprefs the 
union of all the redeemed to each 
other and to God, through this 
joint participation of the Holy 


| are united in the love of God and 
each other, and prepared for the 


the kingdom of God. ‘Thus con- 
ftituting a glorious church, in 
which the divine good pleafure 
thall forever reft. 

That difpofition of the moral 
fyftem which ultimately effeéts its 
| highett -perfe€tion, by the belt 
|-means, muft be fupremely good, 

and its author mutt be divine. 
But fuch is the difpofition of it in 
| the mediatorial plan, and fuch will 
‘be its finaliffwe. The mediatori- 
al plan muft therefore be divine, 
and the revelation contaiming it 
muft have defcended from heaven. 
| 3. This fubject teaches us, why 

a life of practical obedience to 
| thedivine commands, is the beftand 
| crowning evidence of the genuine- 
| nefs of our religion, and that we 
| fhall be finally faved. 

This is frequently mentioned 
in the fcriptures in this view, as 





moft perfeét and laiting felicity in , 


Ghof: « That they all may be | that, without whichit cannot ap- 
one, asthou Father art in me and | pear that we are the difciples of 
fin thee, that they alfo may be | Chrift, that we live in obedience 
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to allhis commandments. That | 
this obedience is the fruit & expref- 





fionof love to God, faith in Chritt, | 


and of an inward fenfe of Chrif- | 
tian exercifes, and that it is per- | 
fevering. 

From the view of Chriftianity 
which has been taken, it appears 
that thereis a fixedconneétion, be- 
tween the views and affeétions of 
the mind and the courfe of prac- 
tice. This istrue in the affairs of 
thislifeand of all focial intercourfe, 
and itistruein religion. * Thisis 
love that we walk after his com- 
mandments andhis commandments 
are not grievous.”” 

Hence it appears that a genu- 
ine Chrittian, exhibiting proper ev- 
idences of his religion, is one who 
embraces the leading and mott ef- 
fential truths of Chriftianity, ex- 
periences their power on his heart 
and affections, and reduces them 
to practice by keeping the com- 
mandments of God. 

In proportion to our deficiency 
in any of thefe, our religion is im- 
perfect, and the evidence of our 
intereft in the favor of God, lefs 
fatisfying. 

If we are greatly deficient in 
any one, though we may feem 
to excel in the other branches, 


On the Sonfhip of Fefus Chrift. 





we have great caufe to fear that 
our ftate is not good. Becaufe 
Chriftianity is proportioned in all | 
its parts. As in all the views of 
it which have been already taken, 
fo alfoin this, viz. that our or- 
thodoxy, our experience of the | 
Chriftian graces, and our pra¢tice 
are analogous to each other. The 
orthodox Chriftian, has a due 
proportion in experience of the 
feveral branches of gracious affec- 
tion: fuch as love to God, re- 
pentance towards God, and faith 
towards our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
felf abafement, weanednefs from 





the world and a fpirit of watchful. 
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nefs and prayer, love to the breth. 
ren and good will to all, with all 
other Chriftian graces ; and be. 
tween thefe and a life of Chriftian 
holinefs there is a like proportion ; 


| as alfo between the various parts 


of obedience. The true Chrif. 
tian is not engaged in keeping one 
of God’s commands and negligent 
with refpeét to another, but he 
has refpeét to them all. 

Hence, would we maintain a 
well grounded hope of eternal life, 
we mutt be ftedfaft, immoveable, 
always abounding in the work of 
the Lord.”” Then we may have 
the happy knowledge that “ our 
labor fhall not be in vain in the 
Lord.”’ 

4. The reader mutt have antici- 
pated the great importance of an 
experimental and pra¢tical knowl- 
edge of Chriftianity ; and the 
impofiibility of a well grounded 
hope of falvation without it. 

Let us then make a practical 
improvement of the preceding dif- 
fertation, by giving all diligence 
to make our calling and election 
fure. We who have the bible, 
and means of falvation, are exalted 
to heaven with privileges. Awful 
muft be our ftate if we are finally 
caft down to hell for the abufe of 
them ! Nowisthe accepted time, 
—life is a vapor,—eternal con- 
fequences depend on the manner 
in which we improve it. May the 
grace of our Lord Jefus Chrilt, 
the love of God, and the com- 
munion of the Holy Ghott, be 
with us ! Amen. 


PHILANDER, 


To THe Epitors or THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 
Finding by a note in No. 22 
of your Magazine, that you wilh- 
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ed correfpondents to communi- 
cate doGtrinal effays, the follow- 
ing thoughts upon the Sonfhip of 
Chrift, are tranfmitted for infer- 
tion, if you view them deferving 
a place. 


T is doubtlefs of fome impor- 
tance to afcertain what is the 
true f{criptural meaning of the ti- 
tles, Son of God, Only begotten Son, 
God’s own Son, and the Son, which 
are infcripture fo frequently giv- 
en to Jefus of Nazareth. It is 
naturally to beexpected, that fuch 
as are oppofed to the doctrine of 
the fupreme deity of our glorious 
Redeemer, fhould be difpofed to 
explain not only thefe, but all 
other titles which are given him, 
in fuch a fenfe as to exclude pro- 
per divinity. Thefe names, how- 


ever, are fuppofed by fome who. 


are friends to the real divinity of 
the Saviour, to be expreffive ra- 
ther of his humanity, or of his 
mediatorial office, than of his di- 
vine nature, as proceeding from 
the Father by an eternal, ineffable 
generation ; and to be pretty 
much of the fame import with the 
names, Son of Man, Righteous 
Servant, Branch of Righteoul- 
nefs, &c. 

In fupport of this idea of the 
Sonfhip of Chrift it is alledged, 
that the name andrelation of Son, 
according to the idiom of all lan- 
guages with which we are ac- 
quainted, neceffarily implies de- 
rivation and a certain degree of 
inferiority. That the title Son, 
or Sons of God, is one which is 
in feripture given both to angels 
and men. That Chrift frequently 
{peaks of himfelf as being, in the 
relation and capacity of a Son, 
inferior to the Father, and ating 
by a derived, delegated power, 
fying, Tecan do nothing of my- 
teins’? « My Father is greater 
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than [.”? That the term Son im- 
plies either the derivation of one 
being from another, as men are 
called fons, or children of men ; 
or the likenefs of one being or 
thing to another, as angels and ho- 
ly men are called fons or children 
of God ; youngmen that were in- 
ftructed, and prepared for the 
gift of prophecy, are called fons, 
or children of the prophets.— 
Wicked men are called children 
of Belialor wickednefs, and proud 
men are called the children of 
Pride. This being therefore a 
title improper to be applied to 
fupreme Deity, and neceffarily 
implying derivation and inferiori- 
ty, it is urged that either the 
term Son of God mutt be reftrit- 
ed to the human nature, or tothe 
office of the Meffiah, and mutt 
imply pretty much the fame with 
Son of Man, Righteous Servant, 
&c. or the real divinity of Chrift 
muit be given up. 

But although it be readily ad- 
mitted that the name and title 
Son of God, is many times given 
to Chrift where the inferior nature 
is included, and perhaps fome- 
times where his humanity is prin- 
cipally mtended ; for this plain 
reafon, that many things are, in 
fcripture, afferted concerning his 
perion, which are true only of 
one of his natures, as ** That the 
Lord of glory was crucified,” 
and ** That the church was re- 
deemed by the blood of God,” 
—it neverthelefs appears evident 
from revelation, that Chriit’s Son- 
fhip exilled, previous to either 
his affumption of human nature, 
or his appointment to the office of 
Meffiah. ‘To admit the contrary 


fuppofition appears, inno fmall de- 
gree, to weaken the evidences of 
the fupreme deity of Chrift. As 
this isa fubject of pure revelation, 
| we mult expect to derive all our in- 
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formation from the law and the 
teftimony. ‘The following con- 
fiderations are fubmited to the 
reader. 

It is allowed by nearly all judi- 


cious interpreters of {cripture, to | 


be moft natural to admit the lit- 
eral fenfe of a term or phrafe, as 


the true fenfe, unlefs where vari- | 


ous circumftances concur to fhow 
it to be ufed figuratively. But 
the term Son, in the mo‘ fri&, 
literal, and generally received 
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fenfe, in all languages, fuppofesa | 


father, a being of the fame 
common nature with him. ‘lho’ 
it be admitted that the term is 
many times ufed ina lower fenfe, 
as in the cafe of angels and men, 
who are called fons or children of 


God. Yet it is much quettioned 


inence, God’s own Son, and Only 


TJax. 


though inexplicable generation, 
than to call him God’s own Son, 
only begotten Son, &c.? Suppo. 
fing the doétrine of Chrift’s eter. 
nal Sonfhip to be true, I fee not 
how the truth of it could be con. 
veyed in fufficiently flrong terms, 
or how we could have a revelation 
fufficiently clear, to fix our faith 
in the belief of it, if fuch a reve. 
lation 1s not given im the terms 
made ufe of by the facred penmen; 
for what more could be faid to 
prove him to be a Son by nature, 


_than to fay he was God’s owa 


Son, only begotten Son, &c. ? 
With refpect to the objection, 
that Sonfhip implies derivation 
and inferiority, it appears to orig- 
inate from our conne¢ting thofe 


ideas with the fupreme being, 
whether thofe ftrongly definite | 
terms of The Son, by way of em- | 


begott n Son, are ever ufed to ex. | 


prefs a lower idea of Sonfhip, 


| 


than what is implied in a fame- | 


nefs of nature with the Father. 
Certain it is, neither angels nor 
men are the fons of God, accord- 
ing to the fenfe of thefe terms. 
« For unto which of the angels 
faid he, at any time, thou art my 
Son, this day have I begotten 
thee.” Heb.1. 5. Suppoling one 
perfon was called the Son, the on- 
ly Son, the only begotten Son of 
another, if we fhould underftand 
the term in any otlier fenfe, than 
as expreffing a famenefs of nature, 
& a defcent by natural generation, 
it would introduce fuch a confu- 
fion of ideas and terms, as would 
go far towards reducing all lan- 
guage to the utmoft uncertainty. 
What more therefore, could the 
infpired penmen fay, to aflert 
Chrift to be a Son of the fame 
nature with the Father, and pro- 
ceeding from him by an eternal, 


| equal. 


which belong to creatures. But, 
becaufe among men a father ne- 
ceffarily begets a fon younger 
than himfelf, it will not follow 


| that the title fon, as applied to 


Chrift, implies inferiority. All 
the inferiority of a fon to a father 
among men, arifes from this cir- 
cumftance of humaa generation 
and the nature of created beings. 
Separate from this, a fon being of 
the fame nature, is the father’s 


Perhaps 2 more jult ides 


| of the manner, in which the Son 





of God is begotten of the Father, 
cannot be formed by mortal man, 
than what is derived from Pfalm 
ii. 7. ** Thou art my Son, this 
day have I begottea thee.” The 
divine exiftence is not in fucceflion, 
admitting palt, prefent, and fu- 
ture ; but is one cternal day, or 
now. So the Son’s being begot- 
tenofthe Father, is the imma- 
nent act of one eternal day.— 
Therefore this text, isequally true 
of a whole eternity, as of any 
given point of time. Confequent- 
ly, the term begottea, as applied 
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to Chrift, implies no inferiority 
either of dignity, or in poiat of 
fucceffion of exiftence. 

Other circumftances, befides the 
obvious fenfe of the term, aifo 
concur to fhow us that this title 
is originally divine, or expreflive 
of the fupreme deity of Chrift 
particularly. As Son, and in the 
relation of a Son to the Father, 
he is declared to be an object of 


worfhip, both by men and angels, | 


and, in many places, the reafon 
why he was worfhipped was, that 
he was the Son of God. John 
v. 23. * That all men fhould 
honor the Son, even as they hon- 
or the Father. Heb.i. 6. ** When 
he bringeth his firft begotten into 


the world, he faith, and let ail | 
the angels of God worfhip him.” 


Pfalm xlv. 11. “ Heis thy Lord, 
worfhip thon him.” Agrecably 
hereto, we find various inftances, 














in which divine worfhip was giv- | 


en to him while on earth, as foon 


of God. As—By the wife men 


of the eaft. Matt. ii. 2.—By the | 
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ed him to be the Son of God. 
But we cannot admit the fuppo- 
fition, that, in fo many inftances, 
divine worfhip would be given to, 
and received by him, upon a 
ground which implied no proper 
divinity. God is ever jealous of 
his glory, particularly of the glo- 
ry of being the fole and exclutive 
object of all divine and religious 
worfhip. He hath faid, Iam the 
Lord, this is my name, and my 
glory will I not give to another. 
When John, in the ifle of Pat- 
mos, would have worfhipped the 
angel, who was God’s minifter 
in imparting to him the revela- 
tion, doublefs fuppofing him to 
be the Lord Jefas Chriit, and no 
created angel, he was immediately 
forbidden: ** See thou do it not, 
I am thy fellow fervant, and of 
thy brethren that have the tefli- 
mony of Jefus. Worthip God.” 
Rev. ix. 10. and xxii. 9. But if 


| worfhip was to be given him, up- 
as he was known to be the Son | 


cleanfed Leper. Matt. vii. 2.— | 


By the ruler of the fynagoguc, 
when he intreated him in behalf 
of his daughter. Matt. ix. 18.— 
By the people who had been with 
him in the fhip, and had feen his 
power in calming the tempeft. 
Matt. xiv. 3.—By the woman of 
Canaan. Matt. xv. 25.-—By the 
man who had been pofiefled of the 
legion. Mark v. 6.—By the biind 
man who had been reficred to 
fight. John ix. 38.-—By the wo- 
men who firft repaired to the fe- 
pulchre after his refurreétion. 
Matt. xxviii. 9.—Atnd by his dif- 
ciples when they firft faw him 
after he was rifen from the dead. 
Luke xxiv. 52. ‘The ground 
upon which divine worfhip was, 
in thefe inftances, given him, was 
that the parties knew and belicv- 


on a ground which did not imply 
Deity, would it not be to counte- 
nance idolatrous worfhip? Ad- 
mitting him to be truly God, yet, 


Gf the worfhipper head no knowl- 


edge, or belict of his divinity nor 
any knowledge of his perfon and 
office, only through the medium 
ofatitle which imphed no proper 


| divinity, and was only appropri- 


| gelic created bein 





ate to the inferior nature, or at 
befl, reprefented him as afuper-an- 
g, it would be 
po more than creature worfhip. 
And if worfhip was commanded 
to him upon fuch a ground, as it 
is exprefsly, Heb. i. 6. would it 
not contradict the command, 


«Thou fhalt worfhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only halt 
thou ferve.’’ 

Farther, 2s Son, and inthe re- 
lation of a Son to the Father 
divine works are afcribed to him. 
But neither the mere human pa- 
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ture of Chrift, nor any created 
being, however exalted, ever did 
fuch works as are properly the 
works of God. Among fuch 
works, note the creation of the 
world, John i. 3. All things, 
were made by him, and without 
him was there not any thing made 
that was made. By comparing 
this with ver. 14, it appears that 
the Logos or word and only begot- 
ton Son, are titles of the fame 
import, unlefs we are rather to 
view the latter as exhibiting the 
itronger evidence of real underi- 
ved deity, i.e. viewing him as the 
maker of all things, we behold a 
glory as of the only begotten of 
the Father. Creation is alfo af- 
cribed to him as the Son, Col. 
i. 16. and Heb. 1. 2. Not crea- 
tion only, but all other divine 
works are afcribed to him as a Son, 
andin the relation of a Son to 
the Father, John v. 17—19. 
He raifeth the dead, ver. 21, and 
Judgeth the world, ver. 22. The 
term Son of God therefore, 1 
think, plainly fuggeits the idea of 
a divine perfon and worker. Ap- 
plied to the Meffiah, it does not 
point us fo directly to the office, 
as tothe real underived deity of 
the officer. ‘ 
The fame idea of Chrifl’s Son- 
fhip appears, alfo,to be plainly ex- 
prefled in fuch feriptures as the 
following, which afcribe divinity 
to him in the fulleft fenfe as Son, 
and in the relation of a Son to the 
Father: Heb. i. 8. quoted from 
Pfal. xlv. 6. * And unto the 
Son he faith, Thy throne O 
God is forever and ever, and the 
fceptre of righteoufnefs is the 
{ceptre of thy kingdom.” To 
the fame purpofe ver. 10 quoted 
from Pfalm cii. 25, 26, “ And 
thou Lord, in the beginning, haft 
Jaid the foundations of the carth, 
and the heavens are the work of 


thine hands.” Thefe words are 
evidently fpoken of the Jehovah 
of Ifrael, but here applied by the 
Father to the Son. As the Son 
of the Father, he is addreffed as 
the joint giver of grace, mercy 
and peace, 2 John 3. “ Grace be 
with you, and mercy and peace 
from God the Father, and from 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, the Son of 
the Father, in truth and love.” 
And the Apoitle’s elaborate proof 
that Jefus is the -Son of God, 
confequently an obje& of faith, 
iffues in an affertion that he is the 
true God, and eternal life, i. ¢ 
The Son of God in whom we 
have life, upon whom we are to be- 
lieve for nnd the and. who giv- 
eth fpiritual underftanding, is the 
true God, and eternal life. 1 John 
Ve 11, 12, 13, 20. Unbeliev- 
ing Thomas, reclaimed from huis 
inc redulity, exclaims, My Lord 
and my God! John xx. 2%. 
This exclemstion related to the 
fame perfon whom he had feen, 
and with whom he had, frequent- 
ly converfed, in the days of Ins 
flefh. Our Lord, fo far from cor- 
reCting his error, if it was one, 
pronounceth him bieffed as a be- 
liever ; and the infpired penman 
adds, ‘* Thefe are written that ye 
might believe that Jefus is the 
Chrift, the Son of God, i. e. 
Thomas’s confeffion of Chrift as 
his Lord and his God, were writ- 
ten among other things, that we 
might believe him to be the Son 
of God. To the fame purpofe 
fee John xiv. 9, 10, 11. “ He 
that hath feen me hath feen the 
Father : I am in the Father, and 
the Father in me.”’ But unlefs, 
as the Son of the Father, he is 
truly God, initead of feeing the 
Father in him, we fee no more 
than the Father’s fervant. 

The eternity of Cirift’s gene- 
; ration and fenthip feems, alfo, to 
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be fairly implied in many fcrip- 
tures of the old teftament, parti- 
cularly 1 in fuch as follow. Prov. 
vill. 22, 23. ‘The Lord pofleiled 
me in the beginning of his ways ; 
before his works of old. I was fet 
up from everlaiting, from the begin- 
ning, before ever the earth was.” 
According to the weH known idi- 
om of the Hebrew language, the 
words rendered poflefled, and bro’t 
forth, plainly imply generation. 
That this is eternal is farther 
manifelt from Lfai. litt. 8. ** Who | 
fhall declare his generation.” And | 
Mic. v. 2. ** Whofe goings forth 
have been from old, from ever- 
latting.”” Pointing not barely to 
limple exiftence, but to the date | 
of his Sonfhip. It feems there- | 
_ plain, that the name and ti- 

tle Son of God, Only begotten 
Son, &c. are terms ufed, not fo 
much to point to the Mefliah’s 
office, as to exprefs the divine ; 
dignity of him who was invetted | 
with it, and who humbled himfelf | 
that he might become the author 
of eternal falvation, to all them 
that obey him. He was not cal- 
led the Son of God becaufe he 
was the Meffiah ; but becaufe: he 
was the Son of God, he was eve- 
ry way qualified to bear the 
weight of that office. 

Chrill’s Sonfhip is alfo diftin- 
guifhed from his office, and de- 
clared to be prior to it, in fuch 
paffages as thefe: Speaking of 
his Father, Chri ft fays, John v. 29. 
«“ T know him, for Iam from 
him, and he hath fent me.” Be- 
ing from the Father by an eter- 
nal generation, is diftinguifhed 
from | his being fent which relates 
to his office. Several places might 
alfo be meationed in eae if we 
underitand the term, Son of God, 
cither of Chrift’s inferior nature, 
or of his one €, Or as 3 .prefling 
aly thing lower than the civine 
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original dignity of his nature, the 
paflage would be a tautology. 

That the word Meffiah in the 
Hebrew, is of the fame import 
with Chrift in the Creek, is clear 
from John i. 41. * We have 
found the Mefiah, which is, be- 
ing interpreted, the Chrift.”” But 
if we contider the term Son of 
God, as exprefling only the Mef- 

fiah’s office, without any refer- 
ence to the original dignity of his 
nature, will it not follow that 
when Paul preached Chrift in the 


| fynagogue, that he is the Son of 


God, it only meant that he 
preached that Chriit was Chiiil, 
or the Meffiah was the Meffiah ? 
And Peter’s mpettant < confeffion, 
“Thou art Chrift the Son of the 
living God,” will be no more than 
telling that Chrift was Chrift. 
And the difciples’ proiciion of 
faith, *“* We believe and are fure, 
that thou art Chrift, the Son of 
the living God,” wiil be only 
faying, thou art Chriit the Chrift. 
Such unmeaning tautologies mult 
not be charged upon infpiration. 
But if we underftand the term, 
Son of the living God, as point- 
ing out the divine, original digni- 
ty of the perfon or chara¢ter, who 
is, by divine conftituticn, epponnt 
ed to the office of the Meffiah ; 
or Chrilt, the anointed ; accord- 
ing to the literal and asturdd lig 
nification of the term, in all lan- 
guages, then the phrafes are not 
ouly vaitly important, but very 
plain and intelligible. 

In this fenfe i it is abundantly 
evident the Jews underitoed the 
term, John v. 18. * There efore 
the Jews fought the more to kill 
him, becaufe he, not only had 
broken the Sabbath, but faid alfo 
that God was his father, makiag 
himfelf equal with God.” John 
X. 30. * Land my father are one.” 





Ver. 33. Fora goed work we 
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fione thee not, but for blafphe- 
my, and becaufe that thou being 
aman, makeft thyfelf God.”— 
Had the Jews underftood no more 
by this term, than merely his 
profeffing himfelf to be the Mef- 
fiah, inalanguage which laid no 
claim to proper divinity, they could 
have had no ground for a charge 
of blafphemy, if they had even 
difbelieved his pretenfions. Or, 


if their charge had been founded 


ona mifapprehenfion of the fenfe | 


of the term, here was a fair op- 


portunity to rectify the miftake, | eft fenfe. 


tT 
- 


itle, which he 


Or, 


by explaining the 


claimed in its truc 


on . 
wtable 
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tight to divinity iv the higheft 


fenfe. Obferve, he founds his 
claim to be the Son of God upon 
three things.—-1. Upon his fane. 
tification and fending into the 
world. Ver. 36. i.e. Upon the 
fanétification of his human nature, 
which was fitted for office by a 
union with the divine.—2. Upon 
his doing the works of the Fa- 
ther. Ver. 37.—3. Upon his be. 





| ing in the Father and the Father 


in him. Ver. 38. A claim to a 
participation of Deity in the high. 
So far was this from 


| correcting any miftake which the 


Jews might be in about the mean- 


though it be granted that our | ing of the title Son of God, that 


Lord did not, at all times, ex- 


a manner as to correct their obvi- 
ousmittakes, yet, is it not probable 
that he would have done in this, 
zs he frequently did in fimilar 
cafes, 1. e. explain the matter to 
his own difciples, who were, prob- 
ably, in the fame miftake, if it was 
one, But fo far from retracting 
what he had advanced, or from 
inrfinuating that the Jews did not 
underftand him right, he goes on, 
farther, to vindicate the juftice of 
his claim to be the Son of God, 
from his doing fuch works as af- 
forded infallible proof of his real 
divinity ; though the Jews were, 
hereby, more and more exafpera- 
ted. And although in John x. 
30, he reminds the Jews, that 
they fometimes ufed the term ina 
lower fenfe, and from thence, ur- 
ges the inconfillency of their 
charge of blafphemy, feeing they 
had been accuftomed to ufe the 
term God, and Son of God in 
a lower fenfe ; yet when he comes 
to reafon from the Iefs to the 
greater, and affert the jultice of 
his own claim to that title, he 
does it in language afferting his 


! 


| 





he admits, in the fulleft manner, 
that fenfe in which they under- 
{tood him. 

it is farther worthy of notice, 
that Chrift’s Sonfhip is always 
fuppofed, even where it has no 
refpe&t to his office. He is never 
faid to be made a Son. He 
is faid to be made a prieft. Heb. 
v. 4.5. 10. Heis faid to be made 
Lord and Chriit. Acts ii. 36. 
He is alfo faid to be raifed up 
as a Prophet, to be fet as a King 
upon the holy hill of Zion, and 
to be raifed up as a Prince anda 
Saviour ; but he is never faid to 
be made a Son. His fonthip is 
always fuppofed, which, I think, 
fhows it to be a divine title, ex- 
prefling the effential dignity of 
his nature, irrefpeétive of his 
office. 

No time could be more proper 
to exhibit Chrift by a divine title, 
than when he is held up to view 
as being entitled to equal honor 
and obedience with the Father 
and Holy Spirit, as is the cafe 
when baptifm is adminiftered in 
his name. But here this is the 


title ufed. Matt. xxviii. 19. Go 
and teach all nations, baptizing 
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them in the name of the Father ; 
and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoft.”’ 

Farther, to fuppofe Chrilt to 
be called the Son of God, on ac- 
count of his being defignated to 
the office of the Mefiah, is, it ap- | fon, that the do¢trine of an eter- 
pears to ine, to affix a meaning to | nal Sonfhip, imp! ae i a famenefs 
the title not warranted, <ither by | of nature in the divine effence, as 
the natural fenfe of the term, or | fubfiiting in Father and Soa, was 
the ufe of it in fcripture. It will, | too deep and mytterious a doc- 
I believe, be a difficult tafk, to | trine, to be propofed to young dif- 
mention 2 fingle initanee, in which | ciples. But what this fublime 
the title, Son of God, is ufed to | relation to God is, which is fome- 
point out an extraordinary office. | thing different from either crea- 
Angels are called fons ef God, | tion, adoption, angelic likenefs, 
becaufe they derive their beings , or a famenels of nature, we are 
from him by tmmediate creation, | left to guefs. The above men- 
and becauie, as holy beings, they | tioned worthy author has not told 
bear his image, but they are nev- | us, and fcripture, I apprehend, 
er fo called, becaufe they are ap- | gives us nolight. Itis a fublime, 
| 


‘the Meffiah, the Paour of the 
‘ world.” After rejecting the 
feveral other fenfes, he prefers 
this as being the true meaning of 
the term, as it is generally uled in 
the new teflament ; for this rea- 










pointed to important offices or | unknown, undelined, fomething, 
miffions. Adam was called the | noue knows what. How this 
fou of God, on account of his | will help the matter, fo as to ren- 
immediate creation, and beHevers | der that article of faith lefs myf- 
are called fons of God, becaufe | terious, and better adapted to the 
they are fpiritually begotten of | capacities of young difciples, I 
him, and becaufe they are adop- | know not. Indeed I fee not what 
ted into his family, aad are made | we can make of this glorious per- 
partakers of the heavenly inheri- | fonage, who had, in_ general, 
tance, by virtue of their union | fome fublime relation to God, 
with God’s eternal Son ; but min- unlefs it be the Arian notion of 
ilers, or other office bearers in the | a fuper-angelic being, and fo itrip 
church have never that title giv- | the Saviour of real divinity. Se 
en them on account of their con- | that however friendly thofe who 
flitution in office. But a fenfe, | adopt this idea of the Sonthip of 
perhaps, a little different, is pre- | Chrift, may be to the real unde- 
ferred by a late learned and pious | rived divinity of the Saviour, ic 
author, sort meal isinthe chur- | appears to me they lay shemnicives 
ches.* After naming feveral under great difadvantages + in de- 
fenfes in which Chrift, may be | fending that doctrine ; for if it is 
called the Son of God, he men- | but once conceded to aa Arian 
tions this with approbation.— | or Socinian, that Chrifl’s Sonfhip 
“* The utle Son of God is ufed, | refers only to his human nature, 
‘ in order to point out that glori- | or is, at beit, but a mere title of 
‘ous perfon, who had, in gener- | office, not implying real divinity, 
‘al, fome fublime relation to | it appears to me he will be able to 
‘ God, and who was alfo to fuf- | prove by*fuch irrefitlible argu- 
‘tain the character and office of | ments, as can neither be gain- 
— fayed nor withitood, that all thofe 

* Dr. Waty. | divine Names, Titles, Attributes, 
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Works, and Worflup, which are 
in {cripture applied to Chrift, and 
have been introduced fo fuccefs 
fully in defence of the real, unde- 


rived divinity of the Saviour, are | 


applied to him as the Son of God, | 


and viewed in the relation of a 
Son to the Father, and are in 
a manner fynonymous with that 
title. Confequently, if the ti- 
tle itfelf has no relation to any 
real divinity, other names and 
titles, given to him in the relation 
and capacity of a Son, can infer 
none, and muft be explained in 
another fenfe, and Chrift will be 
2 God and the great God, and 
everlafting Father, by office only, 
and not by nature, as well as a 
Son. 

To this effay, already longer 
than I intended, I fhall add only 
this one remark more, viz. That 
errors, particularly with regard to 
the perfon of Chrift, began, at 
an early period, to infeft the 
church. ‘The apofile Paul tells 
us that the myftery of iniquity 
had begun to work in his days. 


[ Jaw. 


Chrift. Avnd it is probable, that, 
both in his gofpel and in his epif. 
tles, which were written in ex. 
treme old age, and at periods not 
far diftant from cach other, he 
had a particular view to thefe her. 
etics, who, as they denied @hrift’s 
real divinity, muft confequently 


| deny any divine Sonfhip. Now 


it is evident no one of the infpired 
writers fo frequently gives our 
Lord the titie of the Son of God, 
The Son, by way of eminence, and 
God’s only begotten Son, as this 
apoftle and evangelift. The oth- 
erevangelifts more frequently call 
him the Son of Man, to point his 
relation to our nature. But the 
titles Son of God, &c. are darling 
phrafes with this apoftle ; he ufes 
them more than fifty times in his 
writings. But, if thefe were names 
pointing out his human nature, or 
are merely titles of office, it did 
not well agree with his grand de- 
fign, (which was to exhibit the 
Meffiah in his divine original, ) to 


' abound with this peculiarity. But 


And the apoftle John, who furw- | 


ved him many years, doubtlefs faw 
more of it. That he faw much 
appears from his epiftles. An- 
tient hiftorians, quoted by Dr. 
Whitby, Mr. Lowman andothers, 
inform us that St. John wrote his 
gofpel, at the earneft defire of 


the bifhops of Afia, with a fpe- | 


cial view to obviate the early her 
efies of Ebion and Cerinthus, 
who held our Lord to be a mere 
mzn, having no exiltence previous 
to his conception in the womb of 
the virgin. Heon this account, 
{peaks more particularly of his di- 
vine original. The other evange- 
lifts, having previoufly writtenthe 
feries of our Lord’s generation ac- 
cording to the flefh, he fet him- 


if the name and title be originally 
divine, nothing could better pro- 
mote that defign than his fo fre- 
guent ufe of it. And his ufing 
this name in the fame connection, 
and as fynonymous with other ti- 


tles unqueftipnably divine, puts 


it beyond all reafonable doubt, 
that this was hjs mtention. 


T. 


ee nee 


Experiences of a prous Woman. 


4“ OD was pleafed, in his ador- 
4 DF able fovercignty, to ftrive 
with me by his Holy Spirit from 
my earlicit childhood, but how 
often did I grieve his Spirit, tho’ 
favored with every advantage ot 
a religious nature ; but how great 


felf to write a fpiritual gofpel, | was his merey who did not leave 
+ 
‘ 


beginning it with the divinity of ' me 


o mylfelf, but made me to 








oe “es 
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1803. | 


feel the deep pollution of my na- 
ture, and that the thoughts of the 
imagination of the heart was evil, 
only evil, and that continually ; 
and that the carnal mind is enmi- 
ty againft God, is not fubje& to 
his law neither can be while un- 
renewed ; and thofe words found- 
ed dreadful in my cars, *¢ Ephraim 
is joined to idols let him alone.” 
I faw that if God fhould caft me 
off forever, it would be juft. But 
blefled be God who did not leave 
me to defpair of mercy, but ena- 
bled me to feek him in all the 
ways of his appointment, and ear- 
neftly to defire that he would 
make my way plain with revard 
to coming to the Lord’s table; 
and he was pleafed to anfwer my 
requelt, by putting it into the 
beart of a dear friend to mention 
her defire of joining herfelf to the 
church, and fhe wifhed I would 
alfo. I faid I would confider of 
it—I had many times endeavored 
to give myfelf up to God in cov- 
enant, but always feemed to fail 
fhort. 

] though t I once mo; 
attemptit,ai and if I was aikhae 
do it in private, I might then pre- 
fume to make a public profeffion. 
Accordingly I retired, and I truit 
was e€ nablec i to aét this time more 
fincerely than ever Rites 5 ; but 


when I was endeavoring to give 
nyfelf xp, it came to my mind, 

‘you have no faith, and withoat 
faith it is impoffible to pleafe 
God.”’ It oceurred to me, faith 
is the gift of God: It was alfo 
iuggelted, you have never repent- 
ed of fin. Then thofe words 
came to mind, * Chrilt is ex- 
alted a Prince anda Saviour to 
give repentance as well as remif- 
fion of fin.’ 1 then faw that he 
was juft fuch a Saviour as my foul | 

ceded —every way fuited to my 
jot and undone condition. J faw | 








Experiences of a pious Woman. 277 


him to be glorious in hisoffices a 

a Prophet to inftrn@—as a Pr eft 
to atone for my fins—as a King 
to rule and rein over me, and to 
fubduc every thing within me 
difpleafing to himfelf, and to ena. 
ble me to yield mytelf entirely to 
him to work within me both to 
will and to do of his own good 
pleafure, and ear neftly to cry to 
him for holinefs of heart. I was 
at lenoth enabled to take the 
bond of the covenant upon me, 
and to call God and the holy 
angels to witnefs, that I did then 
folemnty give myfelf to God the 
Father as my God and Father, 
to God the Son as my Saviour 
and Redeemer—io God the Ho- 
ly Ghoft asmy fanétifier, guide 
and comforter ; and under an 2- 
bafing fenfe of my utter inability 
to keep this coverant, thefe wores 
came with power, “ I am une 
derftanding, [am ttrength.” But 
Thave powerful enemtes and my 
heart is exceedingly deceitful : 
this idea come to me, he is the 
captain of our falvation who was 
made pe rfe & through fuffering. 
I was enabled to enit under his 
banner and truft him to werk in 
me both to will and do his whole 
good pleafure. My forl was 


| delichted with a view of the 


| completencfe-—the all-fufiiciency 


and I was call. 
ing upee my fonl and all within 
me to praife him; well replied 
my hea: t, fuppofe he calt you off, 

neat [yet 1 yraife him ? Yes—for 
if he fhovld, he is juft, fecing I 
rejected his cail ard grieved his 
Spirit, and would not that he 
fhould reign over me. But fill 
there remaincd a hope, that he 
would not calt me off, and t 


t- 


of this falvation, 


| thoug ht L fhould be willing to 


beg at his feet all - davs, if he 
would fhew mercy at'the tait hour. 


But fill there ren teas a fear.with 
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yegard to coming to the Lord’s 
table, of the doom of the man 
that had not on the wedding 
garment : But I was told that 
he came in his own righteoufnels, 
not in that of Chriit—I plainly 
faw that [ had none, and looked 
upon myfelf as a bealt before 
God—exceedingly vileand ftupid. 
I thought thofe words in Ezekiel 
were applicable to me ; “ caft out 
to the loathing ef my perfon.” 
But my notion ef faith was, an 
a& of my cwn which God was 
toenable me to put forth—~and I 
found myfelf unable to do any 
thing but caft myfelf at the feet 
of a fovereign God, waiting on 
him for Chriit’s fake, to work in 
me both to willand to do of his 
own good pleafure. And, with 
this frame of heart, I ventured 
to join to the church, refolving, 
if I perifhed, it thould be waiting 
on him in all the ways of his ap- 
pointment. 

Well may I be filled with af- 
tonifhment, at theamazing love of 
God to the moft ungrateful of all 
his creatures. The thought that 
God -fvreordained whatfoever 
comes to pais, for his own glory, 
has been very fweetto me. And 
Thave been enabled, in fome meaf- 
ure, to love myfelf with the fame 
love I bear to beings in general, 
and rejoice to be dilpofed of as 
fhall moft advance the kingdom of 
my dear Redeemer. 1 long for 
sreater degrees of benevolence to 
hi all mankind, to be more delivered 
Hil Sh from a feliith contracted {pirit, and 
: for more enlargements in prayer 
for the advancement of Chriit’s 
kingdom, for the church to which 
I belong, and for my dear broth- 
ers and filters, that Chrilt may be 
formed in their fouls. 

But fome time after, I began 

to grow cold and ftupid, and was 

MA i } if ready to call all in quettion, and 
; 4) 
rr 
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to fear I had been deceiving mhy- 
felf, and that I fhould turn to 
folly again ; and in this fear J 
went to lecture, where the minifter 
was very large in defcribing what 
a true work of converfion Was 3 
and God was pleafed to accompa. 
ny the word with his Holy Spirit, 
and difcover to me that the work 
wasallhisown. But I was made 
to ice more of the evil of fin, and 
to loathe myfelf and repent in dutt 
and athes, and alfo for my pride 
and vile idolatry. I faw that ev. 
ery thing which took the place 
which God ought to have, was 
an idol, however mean in itfelf. 
But how attonifhing that God 
fhould fay, “ give me thy heart, 
and anew heart will I give unte 
you, aright fpirit will I put with- 
in you. I will caufe you to walk 
ii my ftatutes, I will be your God 
and ye fhall be my people.” 











Religious Intelligence, 


RxitraG of a letter frm a refpella- 
ble Clergyman in Virginia, to 
one of the Editors, dated Nov. 
19, 1802. 


“© IN my lait I mentioned that 
a coniiderable attention to religion 
was excited in Dedford county. 
This continued and increafed, fo 
that many perfons, who before 
were not only carelefs but pro- 
fane, are now fober profeflors ot 
piety, and walk agreeably to the 
rules of the gofpel. 1 underftand 
that nearly 100  perfons have, 
within a few montlis, been admit- 
ted into the Prefbytertan church 
under the paftoral care of Mefirs. 
Mitchel and Turner, while a large 
number has been added to the 
Baptift fociety. 
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“ Ina Prefbyterian congrega- 
tion in Albermarle county, there 
has alfo been a confiderable awake- 
ning of late ; and as many as 50 
or 60 have ‘been added to the 
church ; aad by recent accounts, 
I learn that ferious impreffions not 
only continue but increafe. 

“ In the county of Rockbridge, 
which is compofed almoft entirely 
of Prefby terians, there has been a 
pleafing attention to religion, for 
fome months, in feveral congre- 
gations. Mr. Baxter informed 
me that he had received above 30 
perfons into communion in his 
church during the fummer. In 
an adjacent congregation, about 
40 had been received ; and as 
many in a third. The appear- 
ances and attending circumftances 
here, are juft fuch as you have 
been oneal’ to fee in the re- 
vivals in Conneéticut ; and I hope 
the permanency and excellency of 
the fruits,in both cafes, willclear- 
ly point out the divite agency of 

the Holy Spirit. There are alfo 
coniidreable movements in many 
parts of the ftate, under the min- 
iultry of the Methodifts and Bap- 
tifis ; but of thefe I have not yet 
obtained accurate information.” 


A Leiter from the church and foci- 
ety of Caftleton, Vermont, to the 
Truftees of the Miffionary Socie- 
ty of Connedicut, dated ‘Septem- 
ber 4, 1802. 


« THERE hasforfome months 
paft appeared confiderable atten- 
tion to religion in this place. Our 
fituation for years back has been 


truly gloomy and difcouraging 


Sing. 


We have been deititute of the fta- 
ted admintflration of the gofpel ; 
and the indifference to matters reja- 
lating to another world has beea 
areat. But it has of late pleafed 
the great head of the church to 


/ 


fend down the influences of his ho« 
ly f{pirit ; and many, we truft, have 
bowed to fovereign grace. No 
lefsthan 24 have been added to 
the church within a few weeks, and 
others feem to be the fubje&s of 
ferious impreffions. We have of- 
ten heard of the blefied effe&s of 
the labors of miffionaries, in this 
{tate and elfewhcre ; but never 
experienced them in fo fenfible a 
manner as of late. In atime, 
when mzny were enquiring “what 
fhall we do to be faved ?? God, 

in his holy providence, was pleafed 
to fend the ‘Rev. Mr. Miller, 2 mif- 
fionary from Conneticut, among 
us, whofe coming was truly like 
the coming of ‘Titus, refrefhing 
and comforting the hearts of many. 

We conttrained him to tarry with 
us a few days ; his labors were in- 
defaticable and ufeful ; the bief- 
fing of many ready to perifh came 
upon him, and we believe will be 
his crown of rejoicing in the day 
of the Lord Jefus. “OF his treat- 

ment and reception here, Mr. Mil- 
ler can inform you. We cannot 
fupprefs our thanks to Almighty 
God, who dire&ted his courfe this 
way ; and who has inclined. the 
hearts of our brethren in Connect- 
icut, and in other parts, to con- 
trrbute fo liberally for the fpread 
of the bleffed goipel in thefe and 
other new fettlements. We feel 
a glowing zeal to unite with you, 
in advocating a fcheme fo faluta- 
ry in its effects and promotive of 





religion among men. We truft 
| that our joint union at the throne 
of grace will not be withheld ; and 
that in a meafure,we feel difpofed 
to afford fuch pecuniary aid, as 1s 
confiitent with our tempor al abil- 

ity ; being fully coavinced that 
the caufe is of God, and will 
cheerfully b se encouraged by thofe 
who are friends to Zicn, and who 
| have that benevelence that feeks 
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the good of the Univerfe. We 
look forward, with delightful an- 
ticipation, to that important day 
when we fhall meet together, and 
have amore holy and intimate com- 
munion with each ether ; when 
the charitable conduct of God’s 
people will be more publicly in- 
veltigated ; and thoufands no 
doubt, threugh the inflrumentali- 
ty of the liberal and pious, will 
know the pleafing import of thofe 
words of inipiration, “ As, alfo 
you have acknowledged us in part, 
that we are your rejoicing, even 
as ye alfo are ours in the day of 


the Lord Jefus.” 
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MISSIONARIES. 


THE Rev. [Villiam F. Miller 
Jately returned from a miflion of 
four months to the northweftern 
part of Vermont, and the fettle- 
ments in New-York ftate, welt of 
Lake Champlain. 

The miffionaries now in the 
fervice of the Miffionary Society 
of Connecticut, are Rev. Meifrs. 
Badger and Chapman in New- 
Connecticut, Williftonand Wood- 


ow 
Ve 


ward in the weilern counties of 


New-York and northern counties 


Denations to the Miffior 


William F. Miller, contributions 
A friend of Miffions, 
A friend of Miffions o 
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Mishonavies. 
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Poetry. 


[ Jan, 


of Pennfylvania, and Willard and 


Leonard in Vermont. 











POETRY. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL, 


Oa reading particular accounts of Revivals 


of Religion in fundry places. 


OW pleafing to behold a God! 
A Difperfing mercy where he will, 
His providences and his word, 
Agree and bid us all be ftill. 


Be ftill and fee my arm made bare, 
And fovereiyn grace in triumph ride; 
For I the tubboin hearts wiil tear, 
And conquer fianers full of pride. 





“Tis heaven to fee this work of God, 
"Tis heaven indeed ! replies my foul, 
To fee the Spirit with his word, 


The flubborn infidel control. 


To fee God's character made known, 
And all his attributes difplay’d ; 
Juftice and truth maintain his throne, 
While mercy fhines without a fhade. 


To fce the proudeft finners bow, 
Made willing by his power divine, 
And at God’s foverecien feet lie low, 
And cheerfully to him refign. 


This entertains the foul indeed, 
It gives the mind a fwect repatt, 
A rich fupply in time of need, 
And iwect as honcy to the taiic. 
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